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Sept. 23, 2016
61st FS F-35 ground emergency at Mt. Home AFB

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE, Arizona — An Air Force F-35A Lightning Il assigned to the 56th
Fighter Wing experienced a ground emergency at about 12:20 p.m. Eastern Time today at
Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho.

The aircraft was preparing to conduct a training mission at Mountain Home AFB at the
time of the incident. However, the pilot had to egress the aircraft during engine start due to a fire
from the aft section of the aircraft. The fire was extinguished quickly. As a precautionary
measure, four 61st Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airmen, three Airmen from the 366th Maintenance
Group and the 61st Fighter Squadron pilot were transported to the base medical center for
evaluation and have since been released.

Seven Luke F-35s are at Mountain Home Sept. 10-24 utilizing the base’s range for
surface-to-air training.

The cause of the incident is under investigation. Additional details will be provided as
available.

For more information, contact Lt. Col. Matt Hasson, 56th Fighter Wing Public Affairs, at
480-619-1078 or at matthew.hasson@us.af.mil.
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