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Presidential camps battle over Luke AFB
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The Kerry and Bush teams in Arizona are trading barbs over who has a better record in terms of the state's military bases, including Luke Air Force Base in Glendale. 

On Friday, the Bush campaign and top Arizona Republicans again criticized Kerry for being weak on national security issues. They cited past votes in the U.S. Senate against some weapons, funding including for systems made in Arizona like Raytheon's Tomahawk missile and Boeing's Apache helicopters. 

Kerry has been the junior U.S. senator from Massachusetts for 19 years. 

The Republican event in Phoenix featured Valley Congressmen J.D. Hayworth, John Shadegg, Trent Franks, Maricopa County Attorney Rick Romley and U.S. Sen. Jon Kyl. 

The latest GOP salvo against Kerry's defense record is that he would be bad for Luke AFB, which has a $1.4 billion economic impact and accounts for thousands of jobs in the region. 

The Bush campaign cites Kerry's Senate votes to cut the F-16 and other fighter programs in its argument that, as president, he would be bad for Luke. 

Franks, whose West Valley district includes Luke, said Kerry's votes against the F-16 and other fighter jet appropriations would have hurt the Glendale base which is a major fighter pilot training facility 

The Arizona Democratic Party and the Kerry campaign complain the GOP attacks on his national security voting records -- including television advertisements running in Arizona and other states -- are inaccurate. They point to Kerry votes in favor of funding for the F-16 and other fighter jets, the Tomahawk missiles and other systems. 

The Kerry camp also points to Vice President Dick Cheney's record as Defense Secretary under former president George H.W. Bush. During his time at the head of the Pentagon, Cheney advocated numerous post-Cold War defense cuts, including to the F-16 and the Apache helicopter programs. Cheney was also a leading advocate of closing military installations, including Williams Air Force base in Mesa. Williams was shuttered in 1993. 

"As Secretary of Defense, Dick Cheney led the way in proposing defense cuts," said Arizona Democratic Party chairman Jim Pederson. "He practically invented BRAC and he advocated closing 50 military bass -- including Williams Air Force Base -- and wanted to freeze funding for the Tomahawk." 

The Bush team and the Arizona GOP counter that Kerry voted for weapons cuts during the Cold War and opposed the $87 billion Iraqi reconstruction allocation last year while Cheney's proposed Pentagon reductions came after the fall of the Soviet Union and Berlin Wall. 

The Kerry campaign has also hired a state director to direct the Democrats' bid to win Arizona in November. 

Doug Wilson, who ran the Clinton/Gore campaign in Arizona in 1996, will head Kerry's effort here this go around. Gov. Janet Napolitano mentioned Wilson heading Kerry's Arizona campaign during her remarks on Friday before the Democratic Leadership Council. Party officials confirm Wilson's appointment and said other personnel announcements will announced soon. 

Kerry visited the Valley May 6-7 and raised a better-than-expected $600,000 for his campaign as well as the Democratic National Committee. The Bush campaign has had its operations up and running and staff in place in Arizona pretty much since the beginning of the year. 

Both sides have also been running ads in Phoenix and Tucson in earnest since Kerry cinched his party's presidential nomination. Bush and the GOP have hit Kerry on defense and tax issues. Kerry and Democratic allies are critical of Bush's handling of the economy, including job losses to foreign countries. 

Clinton won Arizona in 1996 by 3 percentage points over Bob Dole in a race in which independent Ross Perot received 8 percent of the vote. Bush carried Arizona by 6 percentage points in 2000. 

Arizona and the Southwest are a key battleground between Bush and Kerry. Kerry staffers are currently working out of the state Democratic party headquarters but are looking for their own office space. 

Bush's Arizona headquarters are located in the Biltmore area of Phoenix, The Bush campaign boasts of just under 13,000 volunteers statewide. Democrats and the Kerry team say they can match that once they coordinate with supporters of former Democratic primary rivals like Howard Dean.
