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The state Senate on Thurs-
day gave preliminary approval
to spending $10 million in Gen-
eral Fund money for private
property around Luke.

The bill needs final Senate
approval before heading to the
House for consideration.

McCain said the state and
federal governments are dis-
cussing options such as land
swaps that could also aid the
base.

The land purchase move isa
good idea to at least one land-
owner who attended Thurs-
day’s news conference.

Phil Overson, 68, owns 5
acres on thenorthern end of the
base. He has a double-wide mo-
bile home on the land, although
10 one lives there now.

Overson said he would be
satisfied if the military paid
him for the residential use of
his land and for a barn permit.

He said he plans to grow cit-
rus.
“No one should live there
now,” he said. :

Reach the reporter at
david.madrid@arizona
republic.com or (602) 444-6926,
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The base’s economic worth
to Arizona is pegged at more
than $1 billion annually.

' “I'think what the program to-

day demonstrates is that our
work with our military facili-
ties ... is not (about) Republi-
cans or Democrats; it’s really
about Arizona,” said Napoli-
tano, who appointed two groups
to work through issues
threatening Arizona’s five ma-
jor military bases.

Next year, one out of four of
the country’s bases will be cho-
sen for closure as the Depart-
ment of Defense tries to trans-
form the military into a more
efficient and mobile fighting
force.

Encroachment could disrupt
Luke’s mission of training F-16
pilots and crew chiefs, making
it a tempting target for a shut-
down.

Most of the money, $21.3 mil-
lion, will be used to acquire per-
manent easement rights for
1,800 acres owned by about S0
landowners who are closest to
Luke’s runways.

The easements will allow
landowners to farm the land,
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while protecting it from de-
velopment.
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The land purchases on the

southern end are especially
critical because the southern
departure corridor is the only
route left open to live armed
flights headed to the Barry M.
Goldwater Range.

Three million dollars will
buy 273 acres around a muni-
tions storage area south of
Luke.

Another $3million will be

uy land near Luke

Luke Air Force Base land acquisitions
Using federal dollars to buy land and restrictive land easements from
landowners near Luke Air Force Base, Luke protectors hope to stop
encroachment of residential housing on the base’s most critical areas.
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used by the Air Force to expand
the base to encompass the mu-
nitions area.

McCain warned that more

federal money may not be
available for some time and
that the state needs to step up
with some bucks to protect
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purchase

land near Luke

Cost of buffer
put at $27 mil

By David Madrid
The Arizona Republic

Arizona - leaders on
Thursday = celebrated a
successful battle to get
more than $27 million in
federal money to buy land
around Luke Air -Force
Base, saying they finally
have some financial weap-
ons to protect the base.

The money means more
than 2,100 acres flanking
the base’s southern and
northern ends will be safe-
guarded, staving off a

steady march of housing,

an exultant Sen. John' Mc-
Cain said.

Property owners will be
fairly compensated, he
said, responding to land-

owners’ long-held concern
that their financial rights
will be trampled in the
move to save Luke from

residential encroach-
ment,
Butheaddedawammg

“No one, no one at all,
should expect to get rich
here.”

MecCain said the fedex'al
money is a “solid step” to-
ward ending the threat of
encroachment.

McCain, Sen. Jon Kyl
and Congressman Trept
Franks worked to get the
$27.3 million to buy the
land. The three were
joined in Goodyear on
Thursday morning by
Gov. Janet Napolitano and
a throng of other. Vailey
leaders who are eager to
keep Luke open. ~

See BASE Page A2



19 March 2004, Arizona Republic
