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To the editor: ¢

I am constantly amazed by the
gullibility of the American public
and their inability to take respon-
sibility for their own actions.
Case in point was the Feb, 11
letter from Lew Shortridge
regarding his purchase of a home
in Estrella Mountain Ranch and
his complaint of the “noise” from
Luke Air Base.

I would like to first point out
10 Mr. Shortridge that Luke Air
Base has been in the Valley
infinitely longer than any of the
developments in the Southwest
Valley. Greed from landowners
and developers, and I might add,
ignorance from homebuyers, has
surrounded an air base once in an
area of “cactus and sand,” with
urban sprawl as far as the eye can
see. Luke representatives have
been reminding the surrounding
cities for years of the problems
involved when you build homes
in the line of flight paths. But it’s
the same old story, Mr. Short-
ridge, money speaks louder than
common sense.

As to the salesperson who led
you astray, excuse me, were you
born yesterday? Have you not
heard of the old adage “buyer
beware”? When those two F-16s

flew over, did that not tell you
that you should have been a little
more diligent in researching the *
area before you invested money
to buy a home, or is it just easier
to blame the salesperson?

As to those “hot shots™ that
fly over your house, personally,
Tlike to hear the sounds of free-
dom. It reminds me on a daily
basis that those “hot shots” are
protecting us from the tragedies
of terrorism. It reminds me that
someone’s son or daughter has
died to protect my right to live
anywhere I-.choose.

And, Mr: Shortridge, you
should take your own advice
— there is plenty of land out
there with nothing but cactus and
sand.

5 Cheryl Cotton
Goodyear
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To the editor: -

As a veteran of the Vietnam
War and a retired member of the
United States Air Force, I am
proud of all the letters sent to the
West Valley View in response to
Mg, Shortridge's letter. © eannog
speak for other military retirees, .

_but for me it was great to hear all
the positive comments in support
of our base and its mission.

I just want to share with all of
you the following: On the evening

of 9/11, I watched television (as I'm
sure most of you did) as the horror
that our nation was going through-
unfolded. Around midnight that
eveping, Fadked tutsice nad Sawr e
solo military jet flying around Luke
and the West Valley prepared to
intercept any aircraft that threat-
ened Luke, Palo Verde, or anything
else that stood for our freedom.
L gputetty suida-"thank vou' that
we have a jet fighter base right here
in our back yard, ready to respond
&8 et natlos. '
1 would like to thank Mr.
Shortridge for sending the letter
0 the editor that broughtong all
the positive letters in support of
keeping open a very critical mili-
tary base. Maybe I am selfish, as
the base is important to many of
ug retirees, but Lhoard ho slegar
tive comments about our base
or its “noisy aircraft” after 9/11.
Ingloging, JustacoEEnent 1o
desinpers, repi sotale Agenis
and so on: please be honest
and “straight up” with potential
buryers gbout Luke godiee s
sion. And to the critics of Luke,
maybe you could relocate to let’s
say somewhere around Sun Devil
Stadium, and listen to the noisy
sound of commercial jets taking
off every few minutes. If you
complain enough, maybe they
will close Sky Harbor for you.

Bob McCulley
Litchfield Park
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To the editor:

‘What I love about this country
is that people are afforded the
tight to voice their opinions in
public forums or in print to the
editor, no matter how uninformed
or misdirected. Mr. Lew Short-

ridge’s commentary last week
regarding Luke’s flight paths is
just another brilliant example.

What I love about this country is
the pride, discipline, professional-
ism and commitment of our all-
volunteer forces of military men
and women. Their selfless dedica-
tion provides each and every one
of us those wonderful freedoms we
all often take for granted.

‘What I love about this coun-
try is the sound of freedom of
those F-16s passing overhead,
reassuring me that our nation’s.
fighter pilots are getting the
training they need, ready to put
themselves in harm’s way so Mr.

- Shortridge can submit his simple

thoughts to the editor.

~ Asan Estrella Mountain Ranch
resident for the last seven years,
never once have I seen “hot
shot” flying, as he described. The
professionalism of our country’s
fighter pilots is displayed daily,
as they pass overhead our com-
munity at 4,000 feet, without
afterburners, and flying a pre-
scribed airspeed of 350 kts. Not
only do they fly this because it’s
regulation and procedure, but it
is also monitored by radar facili-
ties on the ground, seeing their
every move. Those are the facts.

What [ love about this country-
is that Mr. Shortridge can make
a phone call to Luke, complain,
and get the noise to “decrease
quite a bit lately.”

‘What I love about this country is
that people can make uninformed
decisions, blame it on their home
sales people, and then complain
to the newspapers. If people don’t
like the neighborhood they chose, .
then move. There is plenty of land
out there with nothing but cactus
and sand. Try it. We'll like it.

Steve Speckhard
0oayear
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To the editor:

1 am responding to those
letters/people complaining
about the noise due to jets from

~ Luke, and to face reality and
stop efforts to save Luke. 1, for
one, am getting tired of these
complaints. Luke Air Force

- Base was here; you knew it, so

why should we change things
for you?

As for the noise you hear,
that’s the sound of freedom and

it sounds a lot better than your
crying. You and people like you
should take a reality check. We
must never forget that we were
attacked on 9/11 and there is
a constant threat by those who
want to destroy our way of life.
‘We must face evil. The way to
do that is to keep Luke “at the
ready.”

As for the two horses and a
mule, I need them to do what
they did in the Old West: Tie
the troublemakers (you and the
encroachers) to the mule, and
drag them out of town and back
to where they came.

Cathy and Voule Kapetanakis
‘Waddell




