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~ Gov. Janet Napolitano has
created a permanent Military
Affairs Commission to deal
with the long-term preserva-
tion and growth of the state’s
military installations.

It’s the second group Napol-
itano has put together to ad-
dress military issues. The Mil-
itary Facilities Task Force fin-
ished its work in December af-
ter seven months of crafting a
plan to protect all the state’s
bases. In a press conference
‘Tuesday, the governor said the
new commission will monitor
and make recommendations on
executive, legislative and fed-
eral actions in order to sustain
and grow Arizona’s network of
military installations, training
ranges and military airspace.

The 15-person commission
will be co-chaired by Lisa At-
Kins, executive director of the
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County Supervisors Associa-
tion of Arizona, and retired Air
Force Lt. Gen. Gene Santarelli
of Tucson.

Mayors James Cavanaugh of
Goodyear, Bob Walkup of Tuc-
son and Tom Hessler of Sierra
Vista will join County Supervi-
sors Lenore Stuart of Yuma
County and Sandie Smith of Pi-
nal County on the commission.

Some members of the gover-

nor’s former Military Facilities
Task Force also are on the
team: retired Air Force Brig.
Gen. Thomas Browning, re-
tired Marine Corps Lt. Gen.
Bob Johnston, Thomas Finne-

.gan of Sierra Vista and Monsi-

gnor Richard W. O’Keeffe of
Yuma.

Michael Francis, president
of the West Valley Community
Action Coalition, a group of
farmers wholive near Luke Air
Force Base, and Priscilla
Storm of Diamond Ventures, a
developer in Tucson, are also
on the commission. The state
House and Senate will each
choose a commissioner as well.

Arizona’s five major mili-
tary bases generate more than
$5.6billion a year. They are
Luke, Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base in Tucson, Fort
Huachuca in Sierra Vista, the
Yuma Proving Ground and the
Yuma Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion.
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