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Measure would ban use of 3 salt caverns near Luke

By David Madrid
The Arizona Republi

A bill that Luke Air Force
Base protectors hope will pre-
vent a natural-gas storage fa-
cility from being built near the
base will be heard at 9 am. to-
day in a legislative committee
in the state House of Repre-
sentatives.

House Bill 2134 has been
held by the committee chair-
man, Rep. Chuck Gray, R-
Mesa. Without a hearing, the
bill will die. After several
‘meetings among lobbyists, the
base, House Speaker Jake

Flake, Gray and the bill's spon-
sor, Rep. John Nelson, Gray
agreed o hear the measure.
‘The bill would preventanat-
ural-gas storage facility from
being built within a nine-mile
radiusof Luke. El Paso Natural
Gas Co. wants to store 9.6 bil-
Hon cubic feet of natural gasin
three mammoth salt caverns
‘within amile of Luke, its hospi-
tal, base housing and a school.
Opposed to the location are
the base, all the cities in the
West_Valley, ‘the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors,
the Sun City communities and
Westmarc, a western Mari-

copa County community lead-
ership group. Those opponents
say the storage facility could
threaten Luke when a quarter
of the nation’s military bases
are chosen for closure in 2005.
They also question the safety
of the facility and the natural-
gas pipeline to it

Proponents argue that the
salt dome near Luke is the only
place in the state where sucha
large amount of natural gas
can be safely stored.

‘They say the facility would
provide a dependable supply
of natural gas, preventing
price spikes.




