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Our stand: County planners were right
to go thumbs down on La Osa proposal

inal County planning com-

missioners took the long

view, the wise view. When
they looked at the massive La
Osa Ranch project, they consid-
ered the threat to nearby mili-
tary operations. The certain traf-
fic gridlock. The damage to,
neighboring Ironwood Forest
National Monument. The liability
of flood control.

‘When they saw
all the unan-
swered questions
about the future,
they made the
right decision:
They voted no.

Now it’s up to
the Pinal County
supervisors to
show the same vi-
sion and reject
this proposal.

LaOsaRanch is
inan isolated
patch of desert in
southern Pinal
County, near Eloy.
The area is criti-
cal for jet and he-
licopter training. Johnson Inter-
national’s proposal to build a
huge residential project there is
just the sort of encroachment on
military operations that Arizona
is trying to avoid.

Johnson has answered some of
the military’s concerns by scal-
ing back the proposal. But the
fact remains that the develop-
ment would cripple the training
program at the National Guard
heliport.

This is where pilots learn to
fly at low altitudes — almost
skimming the cactus tops — and
at night. Homeowners would
certainly object to the noise
from two-dozen Apache helicop-
ters flying 30 feet overhead.
Light from residential develop-
ment; including the glare from
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businesses like gas stations,
would blind pilots wearing night-
vision goggles.

The planning commissioners
made the right decision. Rezon-
ing La Osa Ranch would put the
heliport’s mission at risk, a bad
move both for jobs and for na-
tional security.

Even though Johnson has re-
duced the zoning
request by more
than hialf, this is
still one gigantic
project: 30,000
homes on 10,000
acres. To put it in
perspective: The
city-size Anthem
development
north of Phoenix
was zoned for
16,500 homes on
5,660 acres.

Putting a proj-
ect this big in
such a remote
spot raises dozens
of’issues, which
the developer has
not resolved. La
Osa Ranch is far from transpor-
tation networks. Cars would
travel for miles on inadequate
roads to pour onto already-
crowded Interstate 10. Flood
control measures could threaten
property upstream and down-
stream, while exposing the
county to liability. The Bureau of
Land Management is worried
about how such heavy develop-
ment would impact Ironwood
Forest National Monument.

‘And those are just highlights
from the list of problems.

As the saying goes, the three
‘most important things in'real es-
tate are: location, location, loca-
tion.

As a site for large-scale resi-
dential development, this loca-
tion is just wrong, wrong, wrong.
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