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' By Shaun McKinnon
The Arizona Republic

Unresolved questions about

~a proposed 20,000-acre mas-
ter-planned community south
of Eloy will likely delay a vote
on the project today by the Pi-

nal County Planning and Zon-

ing Commission.

County planners will recom-
mend postponing action for at
least two weeks. The de-
veloper, Scottsdale-based
Johnson International, also
sought more time, as did oppo-
nents of the 67,000-home com-
munity, which would be built
west of Interstate 10 just north
of the Pima County line.

If commissioners agree to
the delay, a new vote could be
scheduled Jan. 29.

The commission listened to
‘more than four hours of mostly
negative testimony about La

Osa Ranch in December be-
fore deciding to put off any ac-
tion for at least a month. John-
son was told to address a host
of issues, including land own-
ership and the project’s poten-
tial impact on several key mil-
itary bases.

Critics of La Osa Ranch say

the project would jeopardize
the future of a critical attack
helicopter training base at the
nearby Silverbell Army Heli-
port. It could also cost Luke Air
Force Base flight paths to the
Barry M. Goldwater Range,
base officials say.
Environmentalists say the
project, which could bring as
many as 175,000 new resi-
dents, would threaten the adja-
cent Ironwood Forest National
Monument and destroy impor-

~ tant wildlife habitats and corri-

dors.
In addition, Johnson faces

state and federal inquiries into
land ownership, improper han-
dling of polluted water, illegal
grading on the site and the de-
struction of archaeological ru-
ins. :

Johnson officials have de-
fended some of their actions as
routine ranching activities.
The developer acknowledged
that about 2,100 acres included
in the proposal are currently
under the purview of the Bu-
reau of Land Management, but
said other ownership ques-
tions could be answered. ,

The commission and the
county ‘Board of Supervisors
have already agreed to amend
the county’s general land use
plan to allow a development
that large on the land.

Republic reporters Mary Jo Pitzl
and David Madrid contributed to .
this article. :
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- 1 am originally from Ohio, and that state went
through base closing. The best example is clos-
ing of Lockborne Air Base in Columbus. There
were the same economic concerns as expressed
over the possible closing of Luke Air Force Base.

But after Lockborne was closed, Columbus
boomed and economics are better in Columbus
than when Lockborne was open.

Iam certain the same would happen here. For
the general good of the country, base closings
should be left up to the experts in the Pentagon,
not to local politicians.

— Albert Kausllck. Sun City
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