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Luke, landowners gam in Leglslature

hen the Legislature
convenedinJanuary,
one of my goals was

to preserve and protect our
military bases.

These bases are not only
critical for our national secu-
rity, but they also provide a
strong economic engine for
our local communities and the
state. It is estimated that more
than 80,000 are employed at
the bases with a total eco-
nomic impact of $5.6 billion
per year. Additionally, the
bases generate $233 million in
state and local taxes.

The challenge that faced the
Legislature was creating a
package that prevented addi-
tional land encroachment
while protecting the private
property that surrounds the
bases. For too long, private
property owners were prom-
ised compensation when re-
strictions were placed on their
land but never received a
dime. This was a very difficult
balance, but I believe we have
achieved that goal with my
legislation.

Gov. Janet Napolitano be-
gan the dialogue by creating a
task force, headed by the very
capable former commander of
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Luke Air Force Base,
Brig.Gen. Tom Browning.
They initiated a list of specific
recommendations that were
discussed and adopted by the
task force. While I had some
concerns about many of those
recommendations, I agreed
that a dedicated funding
source wasneeded and that we
needed to create a mechanism
for distributing those funds.

The Arizona House, with the
assistance of Speaker Jake
Flake and Majority Leader Ed-
die Farnsworth, rolled up its
sleeves and worked with all of
the stakeholders, including
the military bases, landown-
ers, cities, counties and utili-
ties, among others who had an.
interest in resolving these
very difficult issues.

The result is a compromise
bill that sets aside almost
$5 million per year for land-

owners and local communities
and provides necessary pro-
tections for the bases. It cre-
ates a permanent committee
to administer the funds that
will balance the needs of the
bases with those private-prop-
erty issues. It also gives the at-
torney. general an expanded
roll in enforcing many of the
regulations that will help pre-
vent additional . encroach-
ment.

Ibelieve this legislation is a
good step toward creating an
environment where all Ari-
zona’s military installations
will prosper. Together with the
federal dollars that U.S. Sens.
John McCain. R-Ariz., and Jon
Kyl, R-Ariz., and U.S. Rep.
Trent Franks, R-Ariz., have
been able to secure, we should
be in a strong position for
many years to come.

By working together we
have made an investment in
preserving our bases, helping
our national security and pro-
tecting an economic engine
for our state.

State Rep. John Nelson is a
Republican from Glendale who
represents District 12. The views
expressed are those of the author.
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