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_*  WASHINGTON — es-
smnxl auditors reported Mon-
day they have found “no basis”

| to question the Pentagon’s

claims that more base closings
and consolidations are needed
next year, despite lawmaker
assertions - that this is the

‘wrong time to proceed.

But the General Accounting
Office also cautioned that the
needs of the U.S. military are
evolving in “today’s security

environment,” and that the De-

partment of Defense should
B make“appmpriate allowances
for future uncertainties.”
- The GAO's report comes as
House members prepare this
weektoact ona$422 billion de-

' delay the Pentagon’s planned
. 2005 base closure round for
- two years. A vote coul
as early as Wedne:
Arizona has five n
tary installations, ml:ludmg
Luke Air Force Base near
Glendale, Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base in Tucson, Fort
Huachuca in Sierra Vista and -
the Yuma Proving Ground and
the Marine Corps Air Station in

could have severe
impacts on surmundmg com-
munities.

base closings until 2007,
lawmakers argue that there

creased pressures with the
‘war against terrorism and ef-
forts to rebuild Iraq and Af-
gharfistan;

it

fense spending bill that would |

- In'seekingto delay any new  °

‘week, Defense Sec-

Rumsfeld said
fight to keep the base
K and realignment proc-

Jﬂ?j"::monly called BRAC,
on the 2005 timetable.
; Rumsfeld

a more ﬂexxbls, agi.’le fighting
force.

ks are estimates that the

isvé?nous four rounds of base
closures, the latest in 1995,
have saved 1 more than $16 bil-
lion.

That BRAC n.metable re-
quiresthe secretary of defense
to provide a specific. list of
base-closure ~ recommenda-
tions toabase-closure commis-
sion by May 16 of next year.
‘That commission must submit
~ its recommendations to the

president on Sept. 8, 2005,

The GAO said Monday it
reached its conalusnmi dz:fltgr
analyzing the U.S. worl e
installation “inventory,” as
well as a military force struc-
ture plan through 2009, and

- infrastructure requirements.

~ “GAO found no basis to
question the DOD’s certific
tion of the need for an addi
tional BRACround,” Teport

- said,noting that ‘opportunities

. to achieve consolidations and

5 xeduce capacity” do exist.

But the report adds that
“while the potential exists for
substantial savings from the.
upcoming round, it is difficult .
to conclusively project the ex-
pected magnitude _ the

. savings because there are too
many unknowns af ﬂﬂs time,”

i £ individ-

ual base closing
of shutting them down.

public that this amﬂy,m has
dm%indma\tappropmte

allowances for future force
structure changcs have been
incorporated into the process
will be key to building public
confidence in the soundness of
2005 closure and realign-
ment,” the GAO states. :
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