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Safety, future
of base at risk

By David Madrid
The Arizona Republic

GLENDALE — Opposition to
a proposed natural-gas . stor-
age facility near Luke Air
Force Base is growing as the
Maricopa County Board of Su-
pervisors voted to oppose it
last week and west Valley
cities prepare to follow suit.

The West Valley Mayors
and Managers agreed in a
meeting Tuesday to oppose the
El Paso Natural Gas Co. facil-
ity.
That followed a unanimous
vote Monday of the county su-
pervisors, who passed a reso-
lution opposing the facility’s
location, which is within a mile
of Luke, its base housing, hos-
pital and Luke Elementary
School. Opponents are con-
cerned about safety issues and
the facility’s proximity to the
base.

The storage facility would
be inan area bounded by Glen-
dale and Northern avenues
and Dysart -and El Mirage
roads.

The Litchfield Park City
Council on Jan. 7 unanimously
voted to join other cities in op-
posing the Copper Eagle gas
storage facility and to support
legislation against it. The fa-
cility could store 9.6 billion cu-
bic feet of natural gas in three
large salt caverns.

Kim Wallace, 'a’ spokes-
woman for El Paso-Natural
Gas Co., says the facility
would be safe. The roof of the
salt caverns would be. 2,500
feet below the surface and the
caverns 1,800 feet deep and lo-
cated in the center of the 455-
acre site. Wallace said the fa-
cility would be monitored at all
times.

The county and cities join
Luke Air Force Base, farmers
and residents who live near
the base and some state law-
malkers in their opposition.
Rep. John Nelson, R-Phoenix,
has - introduced House - Bill
2134 to prohibit undefrground
natural-gas storage facilities
with a capacity of 500,000 cu-
bic feet or more from being
built within three miles of the
border of a municipality, air;

Gas storage cavern

Gas can be stored cheaply in salt caverns, and salt is a good storage
medium for natural gas, but opponents of the proposed facility don't
think it should be placed in that location,
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port or military airport.

The bipartisan bill will
likely be amended today in the
House Environment Commit-
tee to include school borders
as well, Nelson said.

“There’s lots of other salt
domes in the state where they
can put it,” Nelson said of the
facility.

Wallace says that the site
was chosen because it is supe-
rior to other salt formations in
the state that aren’t domes but
rather beds of salt.

Avondale Mayor  Ron
Drake, who chaired the may-
ors and managers meeting,
said -~ West . Valley 'mayors
agreed to ask their city coun-
cils to pass resolutions against
the facility.

Drake said there are two
major reasons it should be
built elsewhere: the safety of
the people who live near the
site and to protect Luke. He
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said wind could catch escap-
ing, odorless gas from a leak
and disperse it over homes,
the base and the school.

In 1987 and 1988, a propane
storage facility next to the pro-
posed natural-gas site leaked
gas, causing evacuations in
the area and causing Luke El-
ementary School across Dy-
sart Road to shut down.

Today, that propane-storage
facility still exists, though un-
der . different ownership.
There hasn’t been a leak there
since . the storage facility,
which was owned by Cal Gas
Terminal Inc., was bought by
Amerigas in 1989.

The Amerigas Propane Ter-
minal uses three salt-dome
storage caverns that hold a
million barrels of the liquid
gas each: two caverns store
propane and one stores. bu-
tane.

Mark Thomas, director of

“We are very con-
cerned this proposal
will jeopardize (Luke).
We are taking a posi-

tion of strong opposi-
tion to this thing.”

— Ron Drake
Mayor of Avondale

logistics for Amerigas, said
that his company hasn’t been
contacted by El Paso Natural
Gas about the proposed facil-
ity.

The Amerigas Terminal dif-
fers from the natural gas facil-
ity in that Amerigas ships its
gas into the terminal via rail-
road. It transfers the gas from
the rail cars into the storage
caverns. When propane or bu-
tane is needed, Amerigas
takes the gas out of the ca-
verns and puts itinto railcars
or trucksand ships it.

El Paso Natural Gas would
use a 35-mile-long, 36-inch
pipeline to transport its natu-
ral gas, though that pipe diam-
eter could be reduced, Wallace
said.

That  proposed | pipeline
would travel west and north of
the base, cutting through
farmland until it reaches the
natural-gas storage facility
east of base housing.

Wallace said that natural
gas is lighter than air, so leak-
ing gas would rise and dissi-
pate. She said that critics are
incorrect that a cloud of the
natural gas would hover above
the school or neighborhoods
and suffocate people. And the
gas would have an odor added
to it for easier detection, she
said. +

Drake said the cities are
concerned that a commission
preparing to select a quarter
of the country’s military bases
for closurein 2005 will look un-
favorably on a natural-gas fa-
cility being located within a
mile of the base.

“Weare very concerned this
proposal- will jeopardize the
mission at Luke,” he said. “We
are taking a position of strong
opposition to this thing.”

Reach the reporter at
david.madrid@arizonarepublic.com
or (602) 444-6926.
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