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Community has to fight
to save Luke from closure

hoenix and the surround-

ing cities and towns must

be good stewards and
dedicated trustees of Luke Air
Force Base. We needto protect
Luke— and fight its closure —
with the same focus and dedi-
cation as its pilots who protect
us all. We cannot simply hope
for the best. We:will not' go
gently into. that unthinkable
outcome.

Since Luke’s founding in
1941, its men and women have
contributed mightily to our Io-
cal economy, our natiorial de-
fense and our global pursuit of
freedom. The Maguire study,
commissioned by a number of
Arizona cities, found that the
total economic impact of Luke
is $1.4 billion annually, in good
economic times and bad.

As compelling as the eco-
nomic arguments: are to us,
they carry no weight with Con-
gress and the Department of
Defense, which have author-
ized another round of base re-
alignments and closures in
2005. Why? Because each base
in each community can offer
the same argument. Every clo-
sure has a horrific impact on
its local economy.

So we must use the eco-
nomics locally to inspire us to
remain involved, but we must
look beyond the economics to
make our case in Washington:

For starters, it is helpful to
remember all the things Luke
already has in its favor:

W A track record of training
1,000 pilots every year.

B Excellent year-round
weather for flight.

W Close access to the 2 mil-
lion-acre - Barry = Goldwater
Gunnery Range.

W A productive working re-
lationship with Sky Harbor In-
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ternational Airport.

WA stellar environmental
record (Luke is the only base
not on the EPA’s Superfund
list).

WA supportive Legislature
and local governments.

But fancy words and heart-
felt pleas don’t win many bat-
tles. So we must make certain
that Luke and ifs mission re-
main relevant in the decades
ahead. Currently, Litke is the
only base that trains pilots to
fly the F-16: And.-more than
half our fightérs are F-16s.
That makes us:pretty impor-
tant in the overall scheme of
things. Chalk one up for Luke.

But in the next 15 years or
so, the F-16 will be phased out,
making room for a new gener-
ation of fighters — the Joint
Strike Fighter F-35. Undeni-
ably, that makes Luke's posi-
tion more " tenuous. Carving
outa similar role for the F-35s
as we have with the F-16sis a
critical component of any plan
to avoid closure now and in the
future.

We also rieed to contintie our
quest to protect Luke from in-
compatible development and
support any and all reasonable
legislation to accomplish that
goal. As a member of the City
Council; I was proud to sup-
port exchanging 640 acres of
land that Phoenix owned in
Surprise ‘for nearly 1,000
acres adjacent to Luke’s' run-
way. Cities, towns® and the

county all need to use our col-
lective common sense to.dis-
suade development -that, in
pursuit of a single nugget, kills
the. goose - that lays- golden
eggs. As I'write this, develop-
ment is occurring 200 feet be-
lowthe flight path of Auxiliary
1-=a Luke asset near Circle
City'and Wittmann. That’s re-
grettable and ought to be ad-
dressed.

‘We also need a continuing
good relationship , with the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and Sky Harbor regard-
ing commercial flight paths.
As Brig. Gen, Philip Bree-
dlove, = Luke’s . commander,
points out, “Encroachment is
three-dimensional. It can oc-
Cuiinthe skies as well as on
the ground™”

But to protect Luke from
the ultimate encroachment of
the Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Commiission,” no. single
entity can act alone; not Phoe-
nix; not Glendale; and not
Breedlove: In fact, the general
and the 8,000 Luke personnel
are precluded from lobbying
against closure. Thisbattle be-
longs to us.

It will take the cooperation.
and intensity of every commu-
nity, every mayor, every city
council, every editorial board
and every one of our neigh-
bors and neighborhoods.

The stakes are high. The
challenge won’t go away any-
time soon. Future Phoenix
mayors. will still face these
same challenges. : At least. I
hope they will, because they’ll
never get the chance if we
don’t face them today.

Phil Gordon is mayor of Ptioenix. The
views expressed are those of the
author.
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Every West Valley community has
joined forces with Maricopa County,
west-side farmers and the brass at Luke
Air Force Base in a united front that’s
gignificam for its size and depth of feel-
ing.

Its clarion call is simple: Do not allow
the storage of almost 10 billion cubic
feet of natural gas in underground salt
caverns adjacent to Luke. There are
safety risks — from sabotage to gas-line
leaks — and approval could be the death
knell for Luke in the next round of the
base realignment and closure process.

The West Valley’s mission is 50 per-
cent accomplished.

On a lopsided 50-8 vote, the Anzona
House passed and sent to the Senate
Rep. John Nelson’s bill that prohibits the
underground storage of natural gas
within nine miles of Luke. Besides the

military base, the legislation also would

protect municipal airports in Glendale
and Goodyear.

The vote underscores the growing
awareness of our state lawmakers to the
importance of not just Luke, but the mil-
itary’s presence in Arizona. As an indus-
try, the military contributes nearly
$6 billion to the state’s economy an-
nually, and Luke’s share is $1.4 billion.
With 25 percent of the nation’s bases
slated for closure or realignment in

E ’”2005 the stakes are incredibly ‘high. .
bill was g

| nposmble expansion and
what that might mean.
If the House vote is an
| indication of huge legisla-
tive support for Luke, El
Paso ought to start looking
for a Plan B. The opposi-
tion to natural gas storage
underneath Luke and in
the West Valley is extraor-
dinarily formidable. And
while the Federal Energy
g\ﬂatory Commission will have the fi-
nal say even if Nelson’s bill becomes law,
the record of opposition surely will not
be lost on FERC commissioners.
_El Paso has done itself no favors

nities. Nelson says that Glendale asked
in November for a risk analysis and fi-
nally received a response a few weeks
ago that it is working on it.”

The region needs more natiral gas.

“That’s non-debatable. But we believe
cility

that El Paso’s Copper

the wrong location. Of the

u; natural gas stora;

politan area. There are two.
verns in Arizona — near Kingtan
icacho Peak — that could be s
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he campaign to protect Luke Air Force
Base in Glendale from possible closure got
. a big boost this week on several fronts.
First, it was announced that more than $27 mil-
»lon in federal money has been approved to buy
“dand or permanent easement rights around Luke
-to shield it from residential development.
-us Instrumental in obtaining the funding were

Arizona Sens. John McCain and Jon Kyl and Rep.

“frent Franks.
In addition, the state Senate demonstrated its
commitment to protecting Luke by giving pre-
“liminary approval to spending $10 million in
“State money for land around Luke.

. And earlier in the week, state House lawmak-
“érs, faced with polar-opposite bills, wisely sup-
.ported Rep. John Nelson’s legislation to prohibit

natural-gas storage in underground salt caverns
.within nine miles of Luke. The vote was a lop-
sided 50-8.

-2+ Another measure to allow El Paso Gas Co. to
-store natural gas after the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission and Congress complete
thelr work in 2005 never got off the ground
One out of four military installations is ex-
ﬁemcted to be targeted for closure next year.
ong the factors that will weigh in these deci-
sions is the threat of development to a base’s
mission.
Cheering loudly for the House vote on natural-
:gas storage were West Valley communities,

Phoenix and Maricopa.County:-These jurisdic-
“tions all have passed resolutions opposing El Pa-

so’s plans, citing concerns about safety and its

impact on Luke’s mission.
Luke also has been critical of the proposal to
store gas, saying it could jeopardize the safety of

Air Force personnel and put at risk the base’s
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Luke gets
- a boost

Our stand: Increased funding,
wise House vote brighten view

ability to
train F-16
fighter pilots.

Regardless
of whether
Nelson’s bill
becomes law,
the ultimate
decision on
the salt ca-
verns rests
with the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission. But this re-
cord of united oppesition will not be lost on
FERC commissioners if El Paso continues to pur-
sue its Copper Eagle proposal.

We urge El Paso to realize the extent of local
opposition and drop its plans. The company and
others, including Arizona Public Service Co., are
correct that the region needs a greater supply of
natural gas to run its power plants and accom-
modate the region’s growth. But Copper Eagle
isn’t a good choice. Of the 26 salt caves in the na-
tion used for storage, none is near a military
base or in a large metropolitan area.

There are other salt caves in Arizona, most no-
tably near Kingman and Picacho Peak, from
which gas could be piped into the Valley. The
Salt River Project is looking at the Picacho loca-
tion.

Moreover, several companies are looking at
new.pipelines.to bring natural gas into the Val-
ley. El Paso is not the only player.

The solid support for House Bill 2134 under-
scores the importance of Luke and its $1.4 billion
annual economic impact to the state. The Senate
should follow the House lead and affirm the
state’s commitment to Luke.

The Arizona Republic
An airman conducts a routine in-
spection of an F-16 at Luke Air
Force Base, which could be a target
for closure in 2005.





