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Our stand: Storing natural gas
. nearduke base is a bad idea

1Paso Natural Gas Co. wants to

store huge amounts of natural gas .

/in vast underground salt caverns on
the Valley’s west side. Just about every-
body who lives or works in the area
thinks it’s a bad idea.

It would be wrang to dismiss the oppo-
sition as NIMBY-ism run amok. This is a
united coalition that includes cities
across the West Valley, the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors, Luke Air
Force Base, !andowners and state law-
makers.

They believe | the prnposed storage fa-
cility would:

W Pose too great a safety rlsk in an ur-
ban environment.

B Jeopardize Luke’s mission as the na-
tion’s premier training facility for F-16
fighter pilots at a time when Luke faces
the'next round of base closings.

Within this Iron Curtain of Resistance
there’s a tacit understanding that there
may be a need for natural gas storage.
After all, the Valley’s growth curve is
high; merchant power plants are going
in; natural gas is a proven fuel source;
and residential demands for electric
power will keep rising.

According to El Paso, the proposed
project on land the company owns would
increase the availability of supplies and
customers would not have to reserve ex-
tra pipeline capacity. When surges in'de-
mand hit, the gas could be removed, and
at a lower cost than if purchased on the
spot market. It's a rational argu.ment but-
tressed by the firm’s projection that nat-
ural gas demand will grow by 50 percent
over the next 15 years.

But El Paso is not the only company
looking at the Valley to expand. Accord-
ing to the Arizona Corporation Commis-
sion, other firms are planning new pipe-

lines to capxtahze on the
region’s burgeoning
wth.

El Paso officials insist

- the proposed Copper Ea-
- gle facility would be safe

and the site is ideal geo-
logically. It’s also not far
from El Paso’s main east-
west pipeline.

“We’ve learned a lot
since Carlsbad,” says El

- Paso spokesman Mel
“Scott, “to'make sure

nothing like that happens
again.” Four years ago,
12 campers lost their
lives in New Mexico
‘when a gas line ruptured,
and West Valley oppo-
nents such as Avondale
Mayor Ron Drake remain
unconvinced about com-
pany pronouncements. “Weird stuff hap-
pens,” he says. .

The proposed facility, we be].leve,
would be in the wrong location. It's
smack in the middle of the West Valley’s
growth path. It’s within a mile of Luke,
its base housing, hospital and Luke El-
ementary School, and a 36-inch pipeline
would cross the base’s Accident Potential
Zone, where fighter jets sometimes
crash.

An independent” nsk analysxs revealed
that under certain climate conditions; a

“gas'leak of 7 percent of the 9.6 billion cu-

bic feet capacity could produce an explo-.
sive plume covering ‘an area of 2.8 miles
‘which, according to Rusty Mitchell, chief

- of Luke’s community initiatives team,

would “cover the entire base.”
Though El Paso officials have quietly
been meeting with stakeholders, one by
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[image: image2.png]one cities have been passing resolutions

* against the project. The county supe
sors have done so, too. And state Rep.
John Nelson, R-Glendale, has introduced
legislation that would prohibit large nat-
ural gas storage facilities within three
miles of a city, airport or military air-
po

rt. E

This is a strong line-up, one that ought
to give El Paso strong pause. But in mat-
ters such as these, the Federal Energy -
Regulatory Commission will have the fi-

- We hope the process doesn’t get that
far. We hope that ElI Paso will
where — away from populated areas —
to store its natural gas. There are salt ca-

| verns in other parts of Arizona. It makes

- little sense to pursue this project in this -

location. It’s too risky. ‘

Gas storage cavern A
C 1 be stor d cheaply in salt caverns, and salt is a go orage .
§61§ﬁ£ l:rsnagral gas, but opponents of the. prnp_osed facility don't
ink it should be placed in that loca il )
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