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[image: image2.png]he defensive lineup,
on paper, is rock-sol-
id — about as good as
it gets. There are the may-
ors and managers of every
municipality in the West
' Valley, the supervisors
from * Maricopa County,
landowners and residents,
top brass at Luke Air Force :
Baseand for good measure,
state lawmakers.

But as impressive as this
list of combatants is, theirs
is probably not an impreg-
nable defense against plans
of El Paso Natural Gas Co.
to store a huge amount of
gas — 9.6 billion cubic feet
— in three salt caverns un-
derground in the West Val- -
ley. That’s because the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory
Commission will have the
last word. .

‘We hope it doesn’t get to
that point. E1 Paso has been
briefing West Valley offi-
cials for the past couple of
months, and the i N
tion the company has dis
closed — to be blunt —
hasn’t set well.

City after city is passing
resolutions against the pro-

i ggsaLTheBaar of Super-

en a strong:e
stand as we]l State Rep.
John Nelson, a Glendale

Republican, hasintroduced
legislation to prohibit large
natural gas storage facili- stored undergg@an
ties from being located urban setting ar
within three miles of amu- - pact a project
nicipal boundary, airport, nitude . would

military airport or:school: - Luke’s mission and. bases'

It should be a legislative ability to survive the next
priority. i E round of closings in 2005
El Paso, which owns the -~ Tosaytheleast,astorage

land near El Mirage Road ' facility and a 36-inch plpe— 5
line around the base and

between ‘ Northern . and
Glendale avenues, should across its Accident Poten-
listen tothe people. Despite- tial Zone are as compatit
company promises of safe- = as. oil and water, .
ty, any. way you slice it a ElPasomahésthecase

storage £z i«
mile of . Luke “Air: Force: will: increase the demand
Base and its base housing; for natural gas-and that'a

hospital - and elementary’ storage facility would give
school is the height of fool- ‘customers adequate
ishness,

Call it contempt for the there are sudden

local residents, the nearby ., : demand. It’s a lo

es
iy

‘initiatives -
within a = that growth in the - Valley . “cover the entire base.”

supplies at lower cost when -

businesses, local govern-
ments and Luke, the na-
tion’s - premier training
base for F-16 pilots.

The concerns are legiti-
mate. They are twofold:
safety of so large an
amount of natural gas

argu-
-ment that demonstrates the
-need.for more infrastruc- -

- ture in the region to accom-
modate our growth curve,
whether it be El Paso or
some other gas company
willing to supp}y the gas
that we'll need.

‘impact of E1 :
Copper Eagle sf € 5
ity is far too greatarisk. An
independent risk analysis

- revealed that under certain
‘climate conditions, ‘a gas

leak of 7 percent of capac-

ity could produce an explo- -

sive . plume covering an
areaof 2.8 miles, which, ac-
to Rusty Mitchell,
Luke’s community
team,

The - opposition . of - the
base, ci‘t:ies;’lawmakets and

on the location. They are all

pipeline exp]osnon in. 2000

_near Carlsbad, N.M., that

vemsnotsmackmthenud—
dle of avast urban area—a
‘region that will get denser
in the years ahead. They
would be far more appro-
priate.

would




