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In a move awaited by Ari-
zona communities eager to de-
fend nearby military bases, the
Pentagcm has announced its
criteria for the nation’s next
round of base closures.

The Defense . Department
yardsticks will focus primari-
ly on thé military value of fa-

- cilities, including land avail-

able for training and available
airspace.

In the Vaﬂey' housmg
growth near Luke Air Force

Pentagon' seeks to

- the armed services into a
‘mob

A nme-ﬂlel’hber b&ée—clo—

sure commissi be ap-
pointed by President Bush by
March 5.

A Pentagon spokesman said
Tuesday that the commission
will focus foremost on bases’
military value. The remaining
criteria include cost savings, '
economic impact on nearby'
communities - and environ-
mental impact.

- Spokesman Glenn Flood

said military value probably

would trump any other consid- -
erations.

“There could be circum-
stances where a base is not as
clean (environmentally) as
Luke but it has more military
value, and that would be one
we would have to consider
leaving open,” he said.

The Defense Depanment
a].ready is gathering informa-
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_tion on all bases within the
United States, Flood said.
Peoria Mayor John Keegan,
* who is angling for a spot on the
base-closure commission, said
that once the information is
compiled, Luke’s value to na-
tional security will be evident.
He predicted that encroach-
ment won’t tarnish the base
either. -
I think it certainly is an is-

sue we need to continue to be.

sensitive to, but at the: same
time, we've been getting some
feedback that ..
gree, the problem may be re-
solved or close to being re-
solved,” Keegan said.

The governor and the state-

Legislature are working on
measures to protect the state’s
- bases, and West Valley cities
 have become more aggressive
ghym.g to protect Luke.
state’s _congressional
delegauon also has beenable to
 acquire $27.3 million in federal
oney to buy land in Luke’s
critical southern departure
corridor, Keegan noted.
“Besides providing pilot
tralnmz,Lukeservesmeueeds
. of many of Arizona’s military
. retirees.. :

. The 'Pentagon says it will
consxder the impact a base
closing would have on nearby
‘commupities and retirees.
= The four other major bases

. to a large de-

~ Base-closure criteria

The federal government will
give priority to criteria
addressing:

W Each base’s ability to carry
out military missions.

n Avaﬂablllty and condition of
land, facilities and airspace,
mcluding training areas.

. M Ability to rapidly moblhze

forces.
B Cost of operatlons

Other considerations

B Potential costs and savings,
mcludmg number of years it
would take for savings to
exceed closing costs.

M Economic impact on nearby

- communities.

M Ability of community
infrastructure to support forces,
missions and personnel.
L] Ervvnronmental impact,
including costs related to
potential cleanups.

Sour efense Department

that could be affected by the
base closures are Davis-Mon--
than Air Force Base in Tucson,
Fort Huachuca in Sierra Vista,
the Yuma Proving Ground and

- the’ Yuma Marine Corps Air

Station.

Reach the reporter at
- david.madrid@arizonarepublic.com

or (602) 444-6926,
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