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of natural gas near Luke

By David Madrid
The Arizona Republic

Legislative efforts to stop a
mammoth natural-gas storage
facility from being built near
Luke Air Force Base have
screeched to a halt after an
East Valley committee chair-
man refused to hear the bill.

Supporters are willing to
amend House Bill 2134 so that
it is specific only to Luke. The
refusal of Rep. Chuck Gray, a
Mesa Republican, to hear the
bill has angered West Valley
leaders, who say they will not
compromise if it means the El
Paso Natural Gas Co. facility
will be built near Luke.

They are concerned about
safety and they fear the prox-
imity of the facility to the base
could hurt when a quarter of
the nation’s military bases are
chosen for closure in 2005.

The Copper Eagle -Natural
Gas Storage Facility would
store 9.6 billion cubic feet of

natural gas in three large salt .

caverns east of the base and
would likely have a 35-mile-
long, 36-inch pipeline running
from the facility to the north
and the west of the base and
crossing its southern depar-
ture corridor, where live-
armed flights take off.

Rep. John Nelson, R-Glen-
dale, the prime sponsor of the
bill, said that Gray is con-
cerned with the gas company’s
property rights. Gray could

not be reached for comment .

Thursday.

“A committee chair should
represent more than just a
small parochial view of the

Proposed gas-storage site

A bill that would prevent the building of a natural-gas storage facility
within a nine-mile radius of Luke Air Force Base has stalled in a

legislative committee. The Luke Salt Basin extends beyond that radius,
but El Paso Natural Gas Co. insists that is the only location where it

can put the storage site.
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state, and that’s what’s happen-
ing,” Nelson said.

County - Supervisor - Max
Wilson said unlimited property
rights don’t come with pur-
chased land. Zoning must be
granted, he said.

“This is just about money

and nothing else,” Wilson
added.
Glendale Mayor Elaine

Scruggs said the issue is about
preserving human life.

That is.also one concern of
Luke’s commander, Brig. Gen.
Philip Breedlove.

After meetings with the gas
company in early February,
Breedlove sent it a letter stat-
ing that anything that adverse-
ly affects the safety and secu-
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rity of the base’s airmen, their
families or the base’s mission
concerns him greatly.

The facility would sit within
a mile of Luke, its base hous-
ing, hospital and a school.

Martin Shultz, a lobbyist for
Pinnacle West Capital Corp.

‘and APS, opposes the bill. He

said everyone should focus on
reaching a solution because
the spot near Luke is the best
location for the facility.

“We wouldn’t support solu-
tions that compromise Luke,”
Shultz said. “We’re some of its
biggest supporters. ...”

Reach the reporter at
david.madrid@arizonarepublic.com
or (602) 444-6926.
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~ Military maneuver

‘Our stand: Luke boss
- fires a warning shot
- on natural- -gas storage

from the commander of Luke Air Force

Base to an El Paso Gas Co. executive
ought to be required reading for all state law-
makers.

It should be especially pertinent to House
Speaker Jake Flake and his new chairman of the
Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee,
Rep. Chuck Gray of Mesa.

. That’s because this morning Speaker Flake will
convene a private meeting of stakeholders on a
bill that Gray refuses to hear in committee. The
legislation would prohibit the use of a huge salt
eavern in the West Valley for storage of natural
gas.

Brig. Gen. Philip Breedlove, in his letter, ex-
presses concern about “the safety and security”
of Air Force personnel and the base’s ability to
conduct its mission, which is training F-16 pilots;
were a natural-gas facility to move in next door.

Breedlove’s letter, written after meeting with
El Paso representatives, pointedly says “there
can be no guarantee” that the proposed pipeline
and storage facility “will not now nor at some
point in the future, adversely impact” the base
and its mission.

““For the military to get involved in this manner
is unusual. It underscores the strong concern
over El Paso’s proposed facility. It should be a
wake-up call to state lawmakers that Luke, and
its $1.4 billion annual economic impact, could be
jeopardized.

Breedlove’s letter is the latest entry into the
file to.establish a record against the project. All
West Valley cities and the Maricopa County
Board of Supervisers have passed resolutions in
opposition.

. ﬁ terse and virtually unprecedented letter

This represents a united
front against El Paso’s
plans to store 9.6 billion cu-
bic feet of natural gas un-
derground in an area that’s
smack in the path of de-
velopment in the West Val-
ley.

This resistance should
not only give El Paso sec-
ond thoughts about pursu-
ing the project but also
should register on the ra-
dar screen of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Com-
mission which, in matters
such as these, has the final say, with or without a
state law prohibiting the facility.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. John Nelson, R-
Glendale, would prohibit the storage of natural
gas in salt caverns within nine miles of an Air
Force base that trains fighter pilots.

He’s determined to push the envelope, perhaps
getting signatures to discharge the bill or offer it
as an amendment on the House floor to another
bill, if Flake and Gray are not persuaded.

Nelson is on the rlght course.

Safety is the major concern. So, too, is Luke’s
future because 25 percent of all military bases
will be closed or consolidated next year. It’s not a
stretch to think that putting natural gas in a cav-
ern under Luke could be a stake through the
heart of the base.

One possible sign of hope: Marty Shultz, a Pin-
nacle West vice president, says the utility is not
willing to jeopardize Luke over its support for El
Paso’s Copper Eagle project.

Natural gas is essential to the Valley’s growth.
But El Paso isn’t the only firm looking to expand
operations. Several others are exploring new
pipelines.

El Paso’s project is in the wrong location. The
company should look elsewhere for salt caverns,
far from populated areas and military
installations.
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