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ble closure no “suver bullet” has been
fired. ;

Notyet. ;

There’s been money to bu up some
lands around Luke, but the $27.3 million
that Arizona’s congressional deleganon ;
has secured from Washington t
land is- hardly enough

built so many homes near Luke northern
departure corridor that it will forever be
closed to jets with live ordinance. Re-

B qu.u-ements for compatible use inside
Luke s noise contours and accident poten-

swered calls for prof
newed commitment. : ¢
Lawmakers have prohlblted the sturage
under

to include Luke’s Auxiliary Field, another
essential pilot training facility about 15
m.lles'northwest of the base.
a plan to provide about
ér for 20 years to buy

Land swa| proi means of keeping
Luke Air Fome Base from being squeezled out,

Jjust might be they insurance policy that
Luke’s partisans have sought. It's what
* farmer Leyton Woolf, who grows roses on

“signed option colm'acts with

- Management Group, which has consoh-
dated about 6,000 acres near Luke for a
- swap-with the federal government.

‘Land exchanges are mmplex an v1r1u
allyevery piece mu !
* them to be successful. But the idea cer-
tainly has merit, and it was a key recom-

“ mendation of Gov. Janet Napolitano’s mil-.
itary base task force last year.

s, 1dent1.fy
d conmce Con-
gress: waﬂthonze the exchange. It has its
“eyes on about 2,500 acres. . .

Both groups are working with E
John McCain and Jon Kyl and the rest of
Arizona’s congressional delegation to
build support for the concept. The payoff,
as Glendale Mayor Elaine Scruggs notes,

+ nerof Glympma ‘with 14 years of :
experience in land trades, a
- fact that adds cre

5 BLM of i
malw af mde work, but dt won’t take the
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- Guy Inzalar:o o! the Olympia Group is working
on trades with Iandowners around Luke Air -
Force Base.

hts on BLM aroels
85, south of Buckeye; near
the planne Douglas Ranch, west of the'

White Tank Mountains; and s ttered par—’ :

cels north of Interstate 1

Valley. The Luke Preservation Trust has
its eyes on BLM lands in or next to Good-
year, Buckeye and Peox:ia.

Under the concept, 0
‘vate lands around the base would ge
cash. Olympia, for example, would trade
the lands it purchased for federal lands
ripe for development. The federal gov-
‘ernment, were it inclined, could lease the
base buffer back to the farmers.

Or, perhaps the state might enter the
picture and trade state trust lands now
locked inside national monum
lands the BLM w i
agement of the monu
lands.

. exchange likely would secure
‘ﬁmh'easatrannngbaseforFlspd S,

which has been an elusive goal for years. |

Development pressures would evaporate.

Mom 1mpact of $1 4 billion
ear would be intact.
And private landowners 1o longer

would be in limbo, their property deval— i
ued by their proximity to the base and

- their inability to sell because of limita-
tions on its use. : .

~ With this kmdofprotecﬁbn and com-
mitment, the Base Realignment and ( ]
sure Commission should look favorably:

on Luke and ensure that it is not among

 the 25 percent of the nation’s military

P
exébanges take time, that due diligence
on the lands and appraisals must be done;
and state _and local government support i

‘We believe a land change, done rigl

would be a splendid tool to secure Luke’s
mission for a long time. It worked at Nel-





