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Basic choices

Our stand: State’s military posts
well-sited to avoid closure — with our help

of a leaner and more mobile armed forces is
reflected in new guidelines for closing and
merging a quarter of the nation’s military bases.

The preliminary guidelines provide no surprises
for Arizona, whose five major installations seem to
meet most of the criteria for staying open.

Says Lisa Atkins, a member of the governor’s
Military Facilities Task Force, “There aren’t any
surprises (in the draft criteria), but I don’t think
they let us off the hook.”

The nation’s military missions in Afghanistan
and Iraq reflect combat in the 21st century” nim-
ble and aggressive. These missions require bases
that can engage in joint-training operations and ab-
sorb more duties while keeping their primary mis-
sion intact.

Arizona can expect intense competition and lob-
bying by other states as the final touches are put
on guidelines for closing bases and members are
picked for the Base Closure and Realignment Com-
mission. A crucial issue will be the ability of each
base to carry out its mission.

Arizona’s five bases — Luke Air Force Base in
Glendale, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Tuc-
son, Fort Huachuca in Sierra Vista, the Yuma Prov-
ing Grounds and the Yuma Marine Air Corps Sta-
tion — all have important missions and do them
well, certainly a plus.

For example, Luke is the largest F-16 fighter pi-
Jot training base in the world. It also is uniquely
positioned to be the training base for the next gen-
eration of fighter plane: the joint strike fighter.

Aircraft at Davis-Monthan, meanwhile, provide
crucial ground support for troops, and Fort Hua-
chuca is home to the vital Army Intelligence Cen-
ter and School.

There are downsides in Arizona, however.

Residential encroachment at Luke and Davis-

D efense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld’s vision

Monthan have been big concerns, but important
gains have been recorded. West Valley cities fi-
nally seem serious about denying new homes in
Luke’s noise contours and a Tucson elementary

school was shut down near Davis-Monthan.

The impact of Fort Huachuca on groundwater
flows that feed the San Pedro River is another con-
cern. The Army post may have gotten a reprieve
from Congress, which has set up a timetable for
annual reports and a community commitment to
end the overdraft by 2011.

Bases in Arizona fare well on non-military crite-
ria, too. They enjoy widespread community sup-
port and each is important to local economies.
Combined, they have a huge impact — $5.6 billion
and provide 83,000 jobs — in good times and bad.

Arizona’s weather for training operations is sec-
ond to none. The Goldwater Gunnery Range is an
enormous asset. If there is an Achilles heel, it’s
been the failure to establish a financial partnership
with the federal government.

Sen. John McCain’s comment that Luke and other
bases can’t rely solely on Congress underscores
the need for Arizona to become a financial partner
with the feds. Competitors like Texas and Florida
have been doing so for years.

A recommendation by the governor’s military
task force that Arizona set aside a modest $3.5 mil-
lion a year through 2024 to help protect the bases
is an absolute must.

As Peoria Mayor John Keegan points out, “The
Legislature has gone to extreme lengths for profes-
sional football and a downtown convention center
for Phoenix, and these decisions pale in compari-
son.”

A great deal is at stake, but with some funding,
Arizona will be positioned to protect its bases from
closure and continue to play a major role in na-
tional defense.
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