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Surprise mayor’s
Luke decisions

By JIM SMALL
Staff Writer

Surprise’s approval of a resi-
dential development near Luke
Air Force Base, a Glendale land-
mark and Arizona institution, is
threatening the base’s future. On
May 22, just two days after
Mayor Joan Schafer won a re-
election centered on saving the
base, the Surprise City Council
and Mayor voted unanimously to
approve several developments
that encroach on the base.

“It’s not our economy. that’s
going to be impacted,” Glendale
Mayor Elaine Scruggs said. “The
state (economy) will be hit first,
then the entire West Valley’s
(economy).”

Luke’s annual economic im-
pact on the state is estimated to
be $1.4 billion.

Schafer has defended her
City Council’s actions, saying it
was hamstrung in its options be-
cause the land was zoned for
residential use before the current
developer purchased it. Schafer

__ said the City Attorney informed

the Council that if the develop-
mént were denied, the City
would be opening itselfup to law-
suits.

Glendale Councilmember
Joyce Clark believes Schafer has
proven herself to be “decidedly
pro-development” in her tenure
as mayor-of Surprise.

“When she gets a negative

reaction as a result of her deci-
sion making, she has a tendency
to-blame it on someone else,”
Clark said. “In this case, I think
it was (the) City Attorney, who
she claimed advised them that
they had no choice.”

City of Glendale officials, in-
cluding Clark, dispute the fact
Surprise had no choice in the
matter. Clark said that several
months. ago, Glendale Deputy
City Attorney Jon Paladini met
with Surprise legal representa-
tives, and Paladini explained the
legal rationale why the develop-
ment did not have to be ap-
proved.

After the-Council’s decision;
United Stafes Sen. John McCain
(R-Ariz.), a veteran and former
prisoner of war, spoke out sternly
against the Surprise decision. In
ameeting with West Valley lead-
ers held at the base two weeks
ago, McCain said the move to ap-
prove development within the
base’s noise limit zone is poten-
tially detrimental to a strong na-
tional defense; especially in this
era that is keenly aware of ter-
Torism.

McCain, a staunch supporter
of the military and its bases in
Arizona, has pledged to go to
court to halt Surprise’s pending
development.

Gov. Janet Napolitano also has
Jjumped into the fray, announcing
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the formation of a military
task force last'week. The
credtion of - the
Governor’s Military Facili-
ties Task Force is aimed at
demonstrating/to the U.S.
Department of Defense
that Arizona is prepared'to
maintain and enhance its
military presence. The task
force will investigate ways
to preserve current bases,
and -prepare a report by
October.

Luke, which has been
fighting encroaching devel-
opment for years, is the Air
Force’s only active train-
ing ground for F-16 pilots.
The base has already had
use of its runways curtailed
by nearby development in
noise zones, and is now
only launches planes with
live ordnance off the
southern-end ‘of the run-
way:

“It’s ~a ‘result of
Surprise’s and“also-El
Mirage's actions that ba-
sically Luke has lost the
ability to take off from the
north;” Clark said.

The approaching devel-
opment comes at an inop-

portune time for the base.
In December 2002, De-
fense=Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld announced that
he wants the next round of
military base closures,
scheduled to take place in
2005, to"cut as-much sur-
plus ‘as the previous four
rounds of base closures.
Nearby: development, ‘ac-
cording ‘to .Rep. Trent
Franks (R-Dist. 2), is the
only downside to Luke.

“We need to do every-
thing in our power to ame-
liorate encroachment near
the base,” Franks said.
“Luke only has orie major
downside, and that is this
mind]ess -encroachment.
It’s just astonishing to me
that it continues to happen
that way.”

Franks;’a member ofthe
House Armed”Services
Committee, has proposed
a comprehensive plan to
protect Luke, which is in
his congressional district.
He recommends, among
other-things, funding for
land and development
rights acquisition; a cau-
tious- BRAC ‘process and

positioning Luke as the fu-
ture training home to the F-
35 fighter jet, which is
scheduled for deployment
in 2008.

‘Another thing Franks
hopes passes is a proposed
amendment to a bill that
came out of the Military
Readiness Subcommittee.
The amendment would di-
rect the Department of
Defense to maintain
enough bases to handle
“surge capacity,” such as
the massive return of troops
from overseas.

“This amendment is the
most important thing...”
Franks said. “If this lan-
guage stays in place, it
would make it nearly im-
possible to close Luke.”

Clark represents the
Yucca district, which con-
tains Luke. She hopes that
the efforts by McCain and
Napolitano-will help re-
solve the situation.

“I'm hoping that Sen.
McCain’s call for further
investigation, as well as
Gov. Napolitano’s (inves-
tigation), will hopefully re-
verse, or provide some

ammunition to reverse,
(the) Surprisé City Council’s
decision, or to declare it in-
valid,” Clark said.

Clark, for one, believes
she knows what the end
effect will be if West Val-
ley development continues
to encroach Luke.

“If (Surprise and E1 Mi-
rage) don’t cut it out, they
are going to be responsible
for killing off Luke AFB
altogether,” Clark said.




