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Next week city officials from
around the Valley will. decide
whether to back a host of legisla-
tion in the state next year, includ-
ing two propositions designed to

- protect military bases.

One, proffered by Surprise and
designed to eliminate what has
been called a confusing section
about houses allowed under air
base noise contours, could be the
first in a series of laws that are
designed to protect the state’s
military bases and their economic
impact.

‘The West Valley, home to Luke
Air Force Base and the squabbles
among cities to protect the base,
is waiting for the Governor’s Mili-
tary Facilities Task Force to

develop a list of recommended -

legislative items.

“We're working through that
process and what ever recommen-
dations the Military Facilities
Task Force comes up with we'll

~ mental liaison.

iz

certainly look at,” said Miriam
Gutier, Glendale’s intergovern-

First up, however, will be the
League of Arizona Cities and
Towns, whose members late next
week are expected to finalize the
legislative agenda for its
members.

On tap will be two items on
military bases, one crafted by
Sierra Vista that will be new and
another by Surprise that would
seek to eliminate houses within
noise contours.

“I think Surprise’s main issue
has been what can we do for
Luke,” said Surprise Mayor Joan
Shafer. .

Surprise offered the changes in
state law after being vilified by
local and state leaders for

_approving three final develop-
- ment plans within the Luke noise

contours. 5
! Those developments, however,
were grandfathered in under the

see Luke, Page A5
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existing law, and Attorney
General Terry Goddard
said the seetion in the law
allowing homes is inconsis-
tent with stopping
encroachment. . i

Since the developments
were approved, two of the
land owners have come

back to request rezonings.

to remove homes from the
noise contour areas of the
subdivisions.

‘What may come as more
significant will be the sug-
gestions crafted by the Mil-
jtary Facilities Task Force,
which are due in draft form

by the end of October. They .

will sent out for stake-
holder and public meetings,

with the goal of finalizing
them by the end of the year
and before the next legisla-
tive session begins in Janu-

ary.
r}’,l‘he task force, which
_was charged by Gov. Janet
Napolitano with developing
ways to protect the bases
and the roughly $5.7 billion
they pump into the state
economy. y

Gutier, who has been
attending task force meet-
ings and working with
‘Glendale’s effort to secure
the Luke’s future, said the
‘Jegislation may end up
addressing some of the
issues raised during recent
Arizona Department of
Commerce studies that are
targeting each of the state’s
bases individually.

Patrick ©Grady may be
reached at 876-2522 or
pogrady@aztrib.com.
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