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Mollie J. Hoppes /Surprise Today
Luke  Air Force Base' Commander Col. Robin' Rand, ‘left, - Goodyear Mayor Jim
Cavanaugh 'and Youngtown Mayor Bryan Hackbarth were part of a group of local
leaders' who met Wednesday in the Youngfown Clubhouse.

Opening lines of communication

By MITCHELL VANTREASE
Surprise Today
he new commander at
Luke Air Force Base is
pledging to maintain
positive relationships between
the military installation in Glen-
dale and West Valley commu-
nities.

Col.Robin Rand, the new
commander of the 56th Fighter
‘Wing at Luke; met with West
Valley leaders last Wednesday.
at the Youngtown Clubhouse.

“I want them to know. who I
am,” he said. “Plus; it’s about
putting the names with the fac-
es.”

Rand attended a Luke West
Valley Council meeting with
state, county and local officials
including various mayors from
Glendale, Surprise, El Mirage,
Goodyear, Avondale and
Youngtown. The'group gathers

every other month along with
the commander or his assistant
to discuss issues with the base
and surrounding cities.

Rand will head the 56th
Fighter Wing, the largest
fighter wing in: the Air Force
that graduates more than 900
F-16 pilots and 900 crew chiefs
each year.

Last week; Rand replaced
Brig. Gen. Philip Breedlove,
who will assume command of
the 31st Fighter Wing at Avi-
ano Air Base in Ttaly.

During his:career, Rand
served as a T-37 and F-16
instructor pilot and flight exam-
iner, an air liaison officer in the
Army and an F-16 weapons -
officer and squadron command-
er. In 1980, he completed
undergraduate pilot training at
Williams Air Force Base.

Rand said he wants to-have a
good relationship with local and

state leaders.

“My goal is to get the mis-
sion done,” he said. “I'm very
dedicated to continuing the
good relationships with you in
the future.”

Youngtown Mayor Bryan
Hackbarth said Rand has a huge
position to fill, but he believes
he won’t have any problems.

“Ifeel really comfortable
with him and very sure he’s got
great intentions,” Hackbarth
said. |

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer - |
said Rand’s meeting with the
groupssignified he’s ready and
willing to-work with the lead-
ers.

“He came across clear and
concise with what he wants,”
she said. “I'm very excited
about working with him and
look forward to some great
things.”
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