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est Valley cities and
groups are denounc-
ing a planned gas

storage facility and pipeline
near Luke Air Force base.

Surprise passed a resolution
in January condemning the plan
by El Paso Natural Gas to-use a
salt cayern near the base as a
storage facility. City officials
throughout the West Valley
have senta letter opposing the
operation,

“We want make sure that
everybody that addresses lhe'
issue knows about our 6pposi-
tion to it,” said Peoria Mayor-
John Keegan, “We're using
twhat political tools we have

-available:to impactdecisions.”

Lobbyists in Washington;
D.C., have joined in the opposi-
tion in-the interest of Luke,
along with U.S. congressmen
and other officials fepresenting
the region’s interest, Keegan
said: 5

El'Paso Natural Gas Co is
preparing to develop the 9.6
billion-cubic-foot storage facil-
ity.in the salt caverns near El
Mirage Road between Northern
and Glendale avenues. A pro-
posed 36-inch-diameter natural
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gas pipeline would skirt Luke
to the west and north and con-
nect to the facility,

- “Allowing underground gas
storage facilities Within a few
milesof an airfield would jeop-
ardize Luke’s mission and sur-
vival,” said state Rep. John
Nelson, R-Phoenix,

El1 Paso owns 455 acres near
the base. The company wants to
build the gas storage facility
there because of an under-
ground salt dome, where the
comipany could create three
large salt caverns. Each cavern
coulld store 3.2 billion cubic
feet of natural gas, company
officials said. ~

Grady Parton, area manager
with El Paso, said the storage
facility is needed in the area.
1t’s an ideal spot because it’s
near power plants that would
utilize the gas being stored
there and there’s ample space in
the caverns, he said.

“It’s a good salt formation as
it’s about 10,000 feet deep,”
Parton said, adding the project
should be viewed as completely
safe by surrounding communi-
ties.

“There are hundreds of these
facilities across the country and
TI've never heard of any prob-
lems,” he said. “When some
peoplle hear of high pressure,
they fzet excited and scared too
quickly.”

Thiroughout the planning
process, the company has made

efforts to educate the surround-
ing communities of what the
project would entail and to
assure people the facility would
not pose a threat to the neigh-
borhoods, Parton said. He is
aware some people or organiza-
tions may disapprove of the
Pproposal.

“If there’s any backlash, it’s
from people who don’t know
much about it,” he said, adding
that the project will undergo a
highly regulatory process that
could last two to three years.

The Sun City Home Owner’s
Association board of directors
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion stating its opposition to the
Pplacement of 4 natural gas stor-
age facility. and pipeline at its
proposed location, which is
near Luke Air Force Base, an
elementary school, homes and
businesses.

Tom Stolt, director on the
HOA board, said the facility
could be more dangerous than
the gas company would ever let
on,

Keegan said the facility
could be one of the largest
underground storage areas in
the world.

“There is a tremendous num-
bet of concerns pitting some-
thing of that nature so close to
communities,” he said. ‘The
gas company has not proven
their case to me.”

Annie Karstens may be
reached at 876-2532or
akarstens @aztFib.com.
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