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“WESTMARC head leaves at end of month

By KATY O’GRADY
Surprise Today

T he woman who took WESTMARC

from a telephone and a post office

box to an influential West Valley
bridge-builder is stepping down after 11
years.

Diane McCarthy; president of the West-
ern Maricopa Coalition, said she will con-
tinue to work with the organization at least
through the end of the month before becom-
ing president of Arizona State University’s
Alumni Association.

“I'm going to hate to leave,” she said.
“So many great things have happened over
the 11 years. I think the West Valley cities
get along better because they do work
together now.”

McCarthy said WESTMARC officials
have her successor ini mind, but they have
declined to name that person yet.

McCarthy said it’s been “fun” and “fas-
cinating” to watch the 15 Western Mari-
copa County communities grow over the
years, and to play a part in helping those
communities grow together as a region.

“It has been so fascinating,” she said.
“And the growth out here in both the stature
of the communities as well as the size has

just been so fun. There’s a lot of great
accomplishments.”

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer said
McCarthy will be missed.

“A person with her strength, fortitude
and stubbornness will be (tough to
replace),” Shafer said.

Shafer said McCarthy was instrumental
in the fight to keep Luke Air Force Base.

“She has been there since the very
beginning,” Shafer said. “She fought hard
to keep it going. I wish her the best of luck.
She has built WESTMARC to what it is
known as today.”

WESTMARC is a coalition of the 15
Western Maricopa County communities,
which represent 35 percent of the county’s
population. Its members include govern-
ment, business, industry, education, human
services, arts and cultural organizations,
chambers of commerce and other commu-
nity leaders. The organization acts as a uni-
fying voice for the region in matters of
public policy.

McCarthy said serving as WEST-
MARC’s president has been a “great
opportunity.” When she took the helm, she
said WESTMARC was little more than a
post-office box in Litchfield Park and a
telephone on a desk at the Northwest Val-

ley Chamber of Commerce.

“It really didn’t exist before I came
along,” she said. “We really have done so
much over the years.”

The organization is now a driving force
in West Valley growth, development and
leadership. In 2000 and 2001 WESTMARC
formed a coalition to lobby for the Arizona
Cardinals stadium’s relocation to Avondale.
The site came in second behind Tempe, but
the Tourism and Sports Authority opened a
new round of bidding and the stadium ulti-
mately landed in Glendale.

McCarthy said her proudest accomplish-
ment with WESTMARC was forming
Leadership West with the former Tri-West
Chamber of Commerce, now the Southwest
Valley Chamber of Commerce. The train-
ing program chooses about 25 students a
year to be trained as future leaders through
monthly workshops on such subjects as
government, education, transportation,
health, human services and public safety.

Also among her accomplishments,
McCarthy cites the creation of the annual
Best of the West awards program in 1993 to
honor outstanding contributions to the
image, lifestyle and economic development
of Western Maricopa County. This year’s
program is Oct. 17 at the Wigwam Resort
in Litchfield Park.
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