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U.S. Senators John McCain
and-Jon Kyl, Arizona Republi-
cans, have voted in favorof a
military construction appropria-
tions bill that included $14.3 mil-
lion that they requested after the
funds had been approved by the
Air Force and authorized the
Senate’funding for land acquisi-
tion at Luke Air Force Base. The
legislation passed the Senate last
week:

"This is just another important
stepin the process in Washington
to.ensure that Luke's critical safe-
ty concerns are met for the stu-
dent pilots and the nearby resi-
dents. Without access to the
Southern Departure Corridor land
area, Luke will nothave live
ordnance access to the Goldwater
Rang," said McCain.

"The Senate's action provides
an important boost to-efforts to
improve safety at Luke and help
ensure Luke's continued viability
as a key military base." said Kyl.

together'to try to protect this fun-
ding during upcoming negotia-
tions between the House and the
Senate."

The $14.3 million requested by
the Senators would be used for
land acquisition in the Southern
Departure Corridor southwest of
the runway at Luke Air Force
Base. Last year, the Department
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of Defense Authorizations bill
and Military Construction Appro-
priations bill provided $13 mil-
lion for land acquisition for Luke
AFB. This year's funding would
raise the total ort $27.3 million.
‘The:Senatorsnoted several
factors that make land acquisition
essential along the Southern De-
parture Corridor, including the
need to: preserve access to the
Barry M. Goldwater Range; pre-
vent land use or encroachments
thatare compatible with activities
at Luke AFB in the Southérn
Departure Corridor; and increase
the margin of safety associated
with the Live Ordnance Depar-
ture Area southwest of Luke.
Luke AFB is home to the 56th

Fighter Wing and 228 F-16, sin-
gle engine, high performance
aircraft, Luke AFB has the larg-
est fighter wing in'the world;
generating over 170 sorties daily.
It is the sole source for active
duty-.combat ready F=16 pilot
training in'the Air Force. Due to
significant residentjal develop-
ment and encroachment issues
north of the base—that impact
training at the base—armed air-
craft are no longer permitted to
take off to the north of Luke
AFB.

Since 1995, there have been 18
F-16 accidents due to catastroph-
ic engine failures and two addi-
tional inadvertent bomb drops by
student pilots.
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By Marie Scotti

The Barry M. Goldwater Com-
plex is a vast training range for
US. and allied pilots. The

relatively undisturbed Sonos
Desert southwest of Luke Air

Force Base, between Yuma and

Tucson, south of Interstate 8.
Overhead are 57,000 cubic
miles of airspace where pilots
practice air-to-air maneuvers and
engage simulated battlefi eld tar-
gets on the ground.
Roughly the size of Connecti-

cut, the immense size of the

complex allows for simultaneous
training activities on nine air-to-
ground and two air-to-air ranges.
The Luke Air Force Base
Range Marwgemertt Office man-
 ages the Eastern Range activities
and Marine Corps Air Station
Yuma oversees operations on the
Western portion.
More than 50 air crews and
aircraft can simultaneously oper-

ate on the range while perform--
ing many mdgpendent training-

missions.
- The range complex is the na- .
ion's second largest military m.k
se 7
* military pilots smce Septem!
1941.
* The range complex i tsnot a
- permanent military reservation—
Congress periodically approves
the land to be withdrawn from
normal public uses, such as min-
“Ing;: ranchmg, farmi agn
- culture, since these activities are
incompatible with the mmtary
mission:

Fighter pilots aﬂ'ecuonately call

the range "the biggest shootmg
- ga]lely in the world."

Pacific. fleet

The range is within the
unrefueled flight radius of 12
military mstsjlatmns and the U.S.

‘Combat pilots ﬁ-nmme rmy,
Navy, Marine Corps and Air

" Force active duty, Guard,and
See FACTS, Page B3
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Reserve, use it to hone their
skills. All of the F-15E and A-10
air crews and half of the F-16
pilots that flew during the Gulf

War were trained on the- -
~and the archaeological record of

Goldwater Range. P

© Most of the Navy's F-18 and
Marine Corps’ Av-8 pilots trained
on the range as well. Its great

g u.npopulated expanse and supérb

flying weather allows pilots to

safely push their airplanes to the

limit. Pilots fly more than 68,000
sorties in the range annually.

Nearly 60 years afm!htary'

training has insulated the range
from intensive human intrusion.
Only about six percem ‘of the
land is intensively used for roads,

targets and support areas. The
remaining 94 percent is relatively
undisturbed Sonoran Desert
which thrives under natural con- -
ditions. Flora and fauna thrive

10,000 years of human activities

lies mostly undisturbed.

Together, e Goldwater Com-
plex, the Pinacate Biosphere Re-
serve in Sonora and the Organ
Pipe Cactus National Monument
make up the largest target

- unfragmented protected area in -

Mexico or the United States out-

' side of Alaska.

‘Source for this article was the

* Public Affairs Dept., Luke Air

Force Base.
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In Defense of Luke AFB

By Kaeryn Lapsley, Waddell
We live on two small acres -

several miles west of Luke Air
Force Base. When we built here
there was nothing around for -
miles except jackrabbits, coyotes,
tumbleweed, cactus, countless
acres of roses, grapes, cotton,
corn and various other crops, a and

..Luke Air Force Base.

The only traffic you were like-
1y to meet wasa slow moving
tractor upon which sat a driver
who was always considerate
enough to move over and let you
pass; usually with a friendly
wave, and the occasicmal
horsemaﬂ taking his ride out fgr

needed to go out for
there was. -~

From the Esttella sio the ;

Bradshaws, from Four Peaks to -
 the White Tanks, every mountain

!

range surrounding the Valley was

clearly visible. There was no

|

crime, no smog, no shrieking -
sirens, and the absence of glaring
Il,ghts at night brought the heav-
ens so close that it seemed you
could almost reach up and pluck

_astar from \the sky.

- Atthe time, it was quite a thnll
to watch the fighter jets taking
off from Luke with their after-
burners flaming. it never even
occurred to us to complain about -
the occasmnal ‘noise. On the con-

trary, the roar of the ¢ ‘enginesas’

the jets flew over, seemingly

close enough to touch, rumbled

in our chests and set our hearts
pounding with excitement imz
ining what it must be like to ¢

through the air at such. amazmg o

speeds

Officials at Luke were always
tolerant of those who parked
right under the "No Parking"”

‘motorhome You cant see Four .

_are romng on the 51de ofthe &

2 porch is athmg of the ast be-

signs at the north end of the Base
that warned s to be cautious of

 low flying aircraft. They still are.
it always struck me as ironic to

see the occasional owl or hawk

perched on one of these stgns as

if'to lend credence to its warning.
This was before several;et
crashes sent waves of pariic rush-
ing through residents flocking to
new West Valley developments
and probable waves of glee
through developers salivating at

the prospect of sinking their tal-

ons into the land mm)undmg the

 base if fear succeeded in causing

newcomers to demand the clo-

Peaks at.all unless there are gale”
force winds blowing. The
Estrella's are surrounded by a
thick brown cloud and the only
Jackrabblts and coyotes you see

road.

treet.

T 60 years the B
suffered eight crashes within
~ near city limits; something t

“might 0551bly be the

’chigchzton administration's
 tred of the military and its ref
rilling to- watch those _|ets ﬂymg « ing to allow funds for keepi
ion directly over the .- the j

‘house. To this day, when we hear - ti

their engines rumbling inthe
distance, Vg still hurry outSIde to el

but you can't enjoy their hé‘ady, S0
fragrance because the stench of
now overwhelms kthg

 cause of the endless train,
less drivers racing by at least
t0 20 miles above the 45mph
speed limit the county posted i
our residential area. onder
which Einstein decide:

0 perfol
self destrutmon as combat pil
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are trained to fly, not to have an
occasional mishap in which they
may have only a split second to
make a decision, and the fact that
no one has been harmed only
serves as testimony to the
expertise of these men.

Try counting the crosses of car
accident victims along the 303
loop.

Perhaps if builders like Del
Webb, Pulte, and KB to name a
few, and greedy city officials like
Buckeye Mayor Dustin Hull who
was quoted as saying that Buck-
eye doesn't benefit from Luke's
presence, er...that is, "except for
their protection,” yet was one of
the first to panic when the Palo
Verde nuclear plant was thought
1o be threatened by a misdirected
ultralite pilot, hadn't forced the
closure of Luke's emergency
landing strips located at various
points from El Mirage to
Wickenburg to Buckeye, these
pilots wouldn't have to worry

about crashing into the homes of
selfish residents who think only
of their personal comfort; some-
thing I dare say leans more to-
ward whining about the occa-
sional noise rather than any real
fear of having their homes de-
stroyed by a passing fighter jet.

1 don't know if our neighbor-
hood would be immune to
destruction in the event of an
enemy attack; something we're
constantly assured could happen
at any time, but I can't help
thinking the people at Luke are
here to make sure that doesn't
happen. if it does, one thing is
certain. There won't be anyone
within several hundred miles to
help stop it if we allow greed and
selfishness to force the closure of
Luke. ;

Considering that we live in
such close proximity to
America's largest nuclear
generating station, I'd just as soon
not take the chance.




