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efforts to maintain its mission
Air Base, Surprise, Wittmann all eyeing space

By Marianne Sikler

Plans for a joint land use study
were unveiled by representatives
of the Arizona Department of
Commerce, and a-Parsons Com-
pany consulting team, at a public
information meeting held last
week at the Ashton Ranch Ele-
mentary School in Surprise. The
study will be funded through a
grant by the federal Department
of Defense, and its purpose is to
coordinate the efforts of develop-
ing communities and the State to
establish a land use policy to
protect military bases from en-

croachment that would hinder
their activities.

At stake is the potential loss of
the Lukeand Davis Monthan
Bases, the Barry Goldwater
Range, and the top priority of
maintaining the cornerstone of
Luke's activities, its local Auxil-
iary 1 training field.

Luke officials in attendance
spoke of the rich history of the
base, and gave an update on how
development is now threatening
its activities. As aresult of the
mandate by President Franklin
Roosevelt, Luke first was estab-
lished in 1941 as Litchfield Park
Air Base. It was renamed three
months later as Luke Field after
Phoenix native Lt. Frank Luke
Jr., a World War I ace and the
first aviator to receive the Medal
of Honor.

The base was closed in 1946
after World War II, but reopened
in 1951 during the Korean con-

flict. By 1991, Luke was desig-
nated as the nation's primary F-
16 training base. It's the largest
and only active-duty F-16 train=
ing base in the world, and gradu-
ates over 1,000 pilots annually.
The Auxiliary 1 training field
(AUX 1), is an essential part of
the base training program. AUX
L is located 15 miles north of
Luke and used for precision in-
strument landing procedures
training. The training flight corri-
dor stretches between the Glad-
den and Bagdad (Ariz.) airspace
West toward the California bor-
der in a circular pattern back to -
base at altitudes descending from
around 1,000 feet to 300 feet or
lower as planes reach the AUX 1
field for a training series of three
instrument landing approaches
before returning and landing at
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the Luke Base.

Luke officials are talking about
future phase-out of the F-16's, to
be replaced by the developing F-
35 joint strike force fighter. Al-
though the F-35 has more versa-
tility-in vertical take-off and land-
ing capabilities, it will require
much the same kind of flight
training program as the E-16's,
and development now is being
seen directly below the designat-
ed flight corridor.

In Washington, Senators
McCain and Kyle have been
influential in starting discussions
on bills that would provide $14.3
million for land acquisition near
Luke Air Force Base, in an effort
to keep Luke off the closure list.
The money would be used to
keep land cleared around the
base as a buffer area. Last year,
$13 million was approved to buy
land where a munitions storage
area is located. The additional
$14.7 million would go toward
buying land in Luke's Southern
departure-corridor to the Barry
M. Goldwater Range for flights
with live arms.

The Northern corridor was shut
down to live-arms flights because
of increased development in El
Mirage and Surprise.

Following the Luke presenta--

tion and study announcement, the
City of Surprise held a Planning
and Zoning public meeting to
discuss a General Plan amend-
ment as part of an annexation
program designed to protect
Luke from residential encroach-
ment.

The amendment is planned to

buffer Luke's flight corridor by
dedicating land to employment
uses and sparse residential devel-
opment. The area in question is
in the far Northwestern area of
Surprise near Wittmann and the
AUX 1 field. It covers 6,860
acres surrounding the field and
has the potential for development
0f22,000 homes. The Surprise
General Plan amendment would
zone for more compatible uses
immediately surrounding the
base, and transfer residential den-
sity to the outer perimeter of the
planning area. The amendment is
expected to be presented for re-
view of the Surprise City Council
at its Dec. 11 meeting.

Many Wittmann residents were
at the meeting to protest the an-
nexation. Wittmann resident Eliz-

abeth Alton displayed 645 peti-
tion signatures that had been gar-
nered in Morristown and
Wittmann against annexation,
and said more would be forth-
coming. .

Several residents spoke one
after another about Surprise in-
fringing on their rights as proper-
ty owners and gave the same
reasons for not wanting to be
annexed: they want to maintain
their rural lifestyle, they moved
away from crowded cities be-
cause of traffic and congestion
for more open space and less
crime, they own horses, have
septic tanks and wells and prefer
it that way, and don't want or
need city amenities, rules, or
taxes.

One resident protested that
residential density would drain
away his water and dry up his
well, and questioned where Sur-
prise would get the water to sup-
ply 22,000 residences.

Scott Phillips, planning manag-
er for the City of Surprise, an-
swered that the city intends to
use ground: water, but has a CAP
water-allocation of 7,600 acre
feet and plans to use treated ef-
fluent to replenish its needs. Phil-
lips projects more water will be
put into the ground than will be
taken out.

Wittmann residents are not
alone in protesting increased
growth that infringes on their
lifestyle.

A group of Peoria residents has
formed a community organiza-
tionto stop development ofa
large planned commercial devel-
opment near Lake Pleasant. The
controversial 87-acre develop-
ment has inspired neighbors to
defend the rural lifestyle of the
area, and activated a group called
"Peoria Citizens for Responsible
Government," which has begun a
grassroots campaign to activate
neighbors in opposition to.the
project.

"Most of us live here because
it's a quiet, peaceful place in the
desert, away from the traffic,
congestion and hassle of the
city," said Bryan Turner, a resi-
dent of the area. "Now; because
some developer wants to-build
here, Peoria City Hall is ready to
take away the rural character of
our neighborhood, We won't let
that happen without a fight."




