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By Marianne Sikler

In a unanimous decision last
week, the state-Senate approved
three military bills that will pro-
vide Luke AFB with assistance
in maintaining its status in Arizo-
na.

House Bill 2134 prohibitsa
natural gas storage facility*from
being built within nine miles of
Luke Air Force Base, The bill
was passed in an effort to stop El
Paso Natural Gas Company from
storing 9.6 billion cubic feet of
natural gas in three large salt
caverns. )

The Luke salt deposit partially
underlies Luke Air Force Base,
and as much as 15 cubic miles of
salt may be in the Luke basin.
Fourteen caverns have been con-
structed in this subsurface salt
deposit, which are 2,500 feet be-
low the surface under a dome of
shale.

Interest in building new gas-
fired power plants in Arizona led
companies to investigate the fea-
sibility of storing natural gas in
Arizona salt, Under consideration
is the storing of five billion cubic
feet of natural gas in the Luke
salt deposit.

State, county and municipali-
ties are solidly in opposition to
the plan to store natural gas in
Arizona, as are our representa-
tives in Washington D.C.

However, the ultimate decision

may rest with the U.S. Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) which has jurisdiction
over the interstate movement of
natural gas and the authority to
supersede the State's decisions.
House Bill 2141 extends pro-
tections to Luke's Auxiliary Air-
field 1 in Surprise. The bill estab-
lishes high noise and accident po-
tential zones, and liniits develop-
ment to compatible uses. It re-
quires the consideration of Luke's
Auxiliary 1 Field in planning
development, notification be-
tween the base developers and
the State Land Department, and
requires the State Real Estate' De-
partment to inform potential
homeowners of the location of
Luke's flight path, and high-noise
areas in proximity to where sub-
division homes will be built.
House Bill 2662 specifically
pinpoints 20 military training air-
craft routes on real estate maps
for public disclosure. It requires
the Real Estate Commissioner,
the State Real Estate Department
and the State Land Department
to prepare, record in county re-
cords, and issue military training
route maps. It exempts a subdi-
vider from liability if the public
report complies with the military’
training disclosure requirement: |
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