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U.S. Senators John McCain
and Jon Kyl, Arizona Republi-
cans, this week said they were
pleased that Senate appropriators
have acted on their request to
provide $14.3 million in federal
funds for land acquisition in the
Southern Departure Corridor
southwest of the runway at Luke
Air Force Base.

Previously, the Air Force ap-
proved and the Senate authorized
the funding. Now, the Appropria-
tions Committee approved the
funds, the bill will go to the floor
later this summer.

"This is just another important
step in the process in Washington
10 ensure that Luke's critical safe-
ty concerns are met for the stu-
dent pilots and the nearby resi-
dents. Without access to the
Southern Departure Corridor land
area, Luke will not have live
ordnance access to the Goldwater
Range," said McCain.

"Land acquisition is critical to
aiding armed aircraft weapons
training and preventing residen-
tial encroachments that jeopar-
dize safety," Kyl said. "This fed-
eral support is also essential to
demonstrating the long-term via-
bility of Luke as a key military
base in the United States."

Last year, the Department of
Defense Authorization bill and
Military Construction Appropria-

tions bill provided $13 million
forland acquisition for Luke
AFB. This year's funding of
$14.3 million would raise the
total to $27.3 million.

The Senators noted several
factors that make land acquisition
essential along the Southern De-
parture Corridor, including the
need to preserve access to the
Barry M. Goldwater Range; pre-
vent land use or encroachments
that are incompatible with activi-
ties at Luke AFB in the Southern
Departure Corridor, and increase
the margin of safety associated
with the Live Ordnance Depart-
ure Area southwest of Luke.

Luke AFB is home to the 56th
Fighter Wing and 228 F-16, sin-
gle engine, high performance
aircraft. Luke AFB has the larg-
est fighter wing in the world,
generating over 170 sorties daily.
It is'the sole source for active
duty combat-ready F-16 pilot-
training in the Air Force.

Due to significant residential
development and encroachment
issues north the base—that im-
pact training at the base—armed
aircraft are no longer permitted to
take off'to the north of Luke
AFB. Since 1995, there have
been 18 F-16accidents due to
catastrophic engine failure and
two additional inadvertent bomb
drops by student pilots.
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