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Military training range, lizard
obstacles in road building

Among foes are those who want to protect bases and the flat-
tail horned lizard.

The Arizona Republic
June 30, 2003

Federal and state officials plan to build a highway to carry commercial
traffic in Arizona's southwestern desert, but the proposal is drawing fire
because of a nine-mile stretch on a military training range.
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Shotiit Environmentalists say that the highway could encourage

',‘: . encroachment on the Barry M. Goldwater Range, and that a proposal to
] protect a lizard species and wildlife habitat doesn't go far enough.
a

Calendar  Golf Daniel R. Patterson, desert ecologist with the Center for Biological
W Diversity, said his organization intends to sue if the federal and state
governments try to get by with a "thin" environmental assessment of the
proposed Yuma Area Service Highway.

"The environmental assessment on the streets barely even mentions
the military encroachment issue," he said. "It's a real cut-corners
approach. Not only is the route a huge problem, but proponents don't
really want to analyze what the effects will be. It directly affects wildlife
habitat."

The claim that the highway route would hamper the Marine Corps’
Wiwation & ability to train on the range is wrong, said Tom Manfredi, community
E Projects planner for the Marine Corps Air Station in Yuma.

News via eomail The 23-mile highway's location will actually prevent development
from occurring near the range because the Marines will have better
control of the land near the highway, Manfredi said.

Various plans for the highway have been discussed since 1987, and
the alternative highway routes considered would be more damaging to the
base's mission, he said. The Marines fly about 18,000 sorties a year on the
range.

Besides protecting the range, the proposal calls for a fence to be built
along the nine-mile stretch to protect the flat-tail horned lizard from
traffic. The fence, with a 1- to 2-foot-tall barrier designed to keep the
lizards off the road, would line both sides of the highway, and plastic
pipes would be built under the highway to allow the lizards to cross.
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The environmental assessment maintains that there will be little
impact on the range or the flat-tail horned lizard.

Manfredi said that the environmental groups have a right to contest the
adequacy of the environmental assessment, but said great care has been
taken to protect the lizard.

"Whether they sue or not down the road, we'll live with whatever
happens," he said.

Because the Marine Corps is the environmental steward of the west
half of the range, it is required to protect the environment.

Cary Meister, conservation chair for the Yuma Audubon Society, says
that there have been efforts under way since 1993 to list the flat-tail
horned lizard as an endangered species, and that question has not been
settled yet.

Meister and Patterson say they are not against building a highway, but
that it should be built farther to the west of the range.

They say that the state refers to the range as its "crown jewel" and
wants to protect bases, yet the highway could hurt those efforts.

Patty Urias, a spokeswoman for Gov. Janet Napolitano, said that the
highway is an issue the governor has recently become aware of, and her
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office is gathering more information.

Bob Hollis, division administrator for the Arizona Division of the
Federal Highway Administration, said the environmental assessment will
determine whether there will be a significant impact on the environment.

If there are significant impacts, an environmental impact statement
would be required, he said.




