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by Caitlin Prendergast
staff writer
. In the wake of Luke Air Force Bas¢’s secur-
ing of $27 million in federal funds and a major
land acquisition announcement, two real estate
groups have agreed to purchase more than 6,000
acres near the base in an effort to preserve the
billion-dollar West Valley asset.

Under the agreement, the Olympia Group,
based in Scottsdale and Las Vegas, and the
Luke Preservation Trust would buy private land

around Luke and then swap property with the
Bureau of Land Management.

The federal government, specifically the
Interior Department, would then own the land
surrounding Luke and most likely then lease it
back to the former private owners; such as farm-
ers, provided the owners continue to practice
compatible land use around the base,

The Olympia Group has targeted nearly 6,000
acres within Luke’s 65-decibel noise contours,
as.well as property in both the southern and

northern accident-potential zones. .

The Luke Preservation Trust has 350 acres
under contract so far.

The Olympia Group has executed similar
land exchanges with the BLM around Nellis Air
Force Base outside of Las Vegas for years, and
those deals have all been successful in stopping
residential encroachment, said Douglas Cole, the
group’s spokesman, '
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Starting the process

‘Atleast 17 landownérs have Signed
contracts with Gty Inzalaco, an Olympia
partner; and-appraisals to determine the
land’s worth will soon begin.

The transactions are complicated, but
the Olympia Group will:purchase the
actual property title as opposed to the
land-use restrictive easements being
negotiated within Luke’s land acquisition
program, Inzalaco said.

Olympia’s plan is to complement what

the state’s‘congressional delegation has
donein-other Luke preservation.efforts,
and:both real estate groups are hoping
official federal legislation-will go through
to support the land trades.

Locally, the state Senate passed a bill,
Houge Concurrent Memorial 2011, sup-
porting Tand trades, and the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors already had
approved a similar resolution, Cole said.

In the coming weeks, West Valley cities
such as Goodyear, Peoria and Surprise
will see almost identical items on their
agendas,-and those councils are expected
to vate to support land trades.

“These Luke issues have really brought
unanimity to.the West Valley,” Inzalaco
said. “Luke has been a true unifying force.”

The West Valley Community Action
Coalition, a group of Luke-area farmers
fighting encroachment, view land swaps
as a potentially positive concept for farm-
ers, whose land values are relatively low,
‘WVCAC spokesman Jay Thorne said. -

“The next challenge is to get legislation at
the federal level,” Thorne said. *That would
provide a way for farmers to get land values
through the private sector, which could be a
wonderful thing for farmers.”

In the meantime; the Olympia Group and
the Luke Preservation Trust will continue
o work closely with the state’s congres-
sional delegation to ease the passing of
land-swap legislation on a federal level.

“We are cautiously optimistic that this
thing is moving ahead,” Inzalaco said.
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