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Local landowners packed into the
Peoria City Council Chambers March 31
to learn details of Luke Air Force Base’s
new land acquisition program, although
few specifics were publicly discussed.

Air Force representatives, including
Luke Commander Brig. Gen. Philip Breed-
love, and realty specialists for the Corps of
Engineers outlined the overall scope of the
program, which was announced last month
to ease encroachment around the base.

Luke has been struggling to stay open for
years, the base’s mission being threatened
by the West Valley’s residential develop-
ment boom and the looming federal Base
Realignment and Closure Commission
review of all the nation’s military bases.

More than $21 million in congressional
funds, combined with $6 million previously
obligated to preserve Luke’s munitions stor-
age area, have been secured (o obtain land
rights from surrounding property owners.

Steps have already been taken in the
land-acquisition process, and negotiations
with stakeholders will begin in June, said
Mike Bratlien of the Air Education and
Training Program.

The Air Force will first work with
stakeholders who own land in zones
where aircraft fly closest to the ground.

Luke’s flight corridors have been priori-
tized for the acquisition program, the first
being the southern clear zone, followed
by the northern clear zone, the southern
accident potential zone I, the northern
accident potential zone I and the southern
accident potential zone II, Bratlien said.

The Air Force’s plan is to buy just
enough land in those areas to sustain opera-
tions and force protection of critical assets.

Each of the landowners will receive a
certain amount of money per acre, those
figures being determined through an
appraisal proc'ess said George Eversole,

realty specialist for the Corps of Engi-
neers, at a March 18 press conference.

Representatives from the West Valley
Community Action Coalition, a group of
local farmers who have been critical of
Luke’s preservation efforts in the past,
expressed concern at the stakeholders
forum over the appraisals.

Michael Francis of the WVCAC asked
Air Force representatives if the land
values would be comparable to purchase
of Duncan Family Farms, which was
around $48,000 per acre.

The Duncan family settled its 44-acre
estate with Goodyear last February for
$3.5 million after learning that the farm
was in Luke’s accident potential zone.

Francis heard the Air Force would pay
$12,000 to $15,000 per acre to stakeholders
involved in the land acquisition program.

“If you do the simple math, it would seem
that it’s just not enough money,” he said.

Details on appraisal amounts were
not yet known and would be determined
through agreements with the landowners,
said Terri Kaplan, chief realtor with the
Corps of Engineers.

If an agreement is not reached between
stakeholders and the Air Force on certain
lots, condemnation of that land may be an
option, Kaplan said.

Land swaps with third-party entities
may also come up during negotiations,
said Bratlien.

“We're trying to make this a win-win
situation,” he said.

Other stakeholders asked for help
in lowering property taxes and zoning o
restrictions on their land as part of the
acquisition deal, but Air Force representa-
tives could not grant those requests at the
forum.

“We don’t know what influence we’ll
have with local officials,” Kaplan said.

Air Force and Corps of Engineers rep-
resentatives are planning future meetings
with government agencies beginning April
13 with an industry forum at a yet-to-be
determined location.

After last week’s stakeholders forum,
many of the landowners met privately with
Tepresentatives from the Corps of Engineers.

The talks went well, and the landowners
were pleased when they left, said Capt. Van-
essa Hillman, Luke’s public affairs officer.

No further stakeholders forums are
planned, but highlights from the March 31
meeting and appropriate contact num-
bers can be found on Luke’s Web site,
‘www.luke.af.mil.

9-month-old boy !
nearly drowns
in Luke housing

View report

A 9-month-old boy is in critical condition after being
found in a backyard pool on Luke Air Force Base Sunday.
The boy, whose parents are stationed at Luke, nearly
drowned in a “kiddie pool” outside Luke’s housing, said

Capt. Vanessa Hillman of the 56th Fighter Wing Public
Affairs Office.

He was evacuated by air to St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Phoenix, where medical authorities say he is tespondmg
well to treatment.




West Valley View   7 Apr 04   A3

