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Flghwr Country Partnership, a community support
and advocacy group for Luke Air Force Base, has
voted to allocate $10,000 from its treasury to support
aggressive lobbying efforts underway to preserve the
base.

The FCP’s board of directors-approved the alloca-
tion at its June 25 meeting.
Mayor John Keegan also riefed the group on recent
activities to ensure appropriations for land purchases

which lies primarily in Goodyear.
The voted funds will be used" to continue the ser-

in Washington, D.C., at least through the end of the
federal fiscal year, Sept 30.
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F-16 engme blade
ID’d as defectlve
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The discovery of pmcnual engine-blade fa.tlure in some
models of the Air Force’s F-16 fighter jets has resulted in the
- grounding of a majority of planes at Luke Air Force Base.

Of the four engine types used in F-16 aircraft, the Air
Force has identified the mechanical problem in one. That
model is present in nearly two-thirds of Luke AFB's
training-plane i inventory.

The base is ensuring that student pilots who sull
require flight time in order to graduate are using the non-
affected planes. Those planes that have been grounded
will be put back in service after repairs havebeen made,
a base spokesman said.

Repairs are estimated to take an averﬂge of 10 days per

“plane, with mechanics working in two shifts. Getting the
necessary parts is expected to cause the. greatest delay.
Pratt & Whlcney manufacturer of the F-16 engines,
already is working with the Air Force on remedying the
situation.

Previous problems with the F-16s’ afterburners and
turbines forced groundings and repairs in the past. The
engine blade problem is not related to the old problems,
however, represemauves of the Air Force said.

Although many base encroachment issues are impor-
tant, protection of the Southern Departure Corridor is
critical to training operations and provides the most
efficient access to the Barry M. Goldwater Range,
FCP members believe. Congress has passed legisla-
tion in support of the funding for land acquisition. The
lfss‘udeS now is obtammg the actual appropnauons for the
U

+ ‘Arizona Senators Jon Kyl and John McCain, along
with Rep. Trent Franks, R-District 2, have been instru-
mental in negotiating the proper language and compo-
nents for the appropriations.

‘At issue is $14.3 million for land acquisition sur-
rounding Luke AFB, which now is under consideration
by the Subcomfnmee on Military Construction Appro-
priations.

Fighter Coumry Partnershxp was founded in 1997
by concerned civic leaders and elected officials, and
now counts business le andifﬁ‘lmféﬁrees from

2 across the Valles 1g its members. Its stated mis-
sion is “Guaranteeing USAF’s mission at Luke!”
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