	Family willing to sell farm in support of Luke mission
by Caitlin Prendergast
staff writer 

	TBThe Abels, a five-generation farming family in the West Valley, finally feel they’re getting a fair deal.
TBAs part of the Luke Preservation Trust, the family has agreed to a 350-acre land swap in order to help save Luke Air Force Base from encroaching development, an effort the Abels have always been passionate about.
TBFor more than 50 years, the Abels have grown cotton and now roses on 620 acres off of Indian School Road and Cotton Lane, said Jonathan Abel, whose father, Karl, and uncle Norbert bought the land together after returning from World War II.
TBThe brothers, both decorated war veterans, grew up in Glendale and were active in the cotton industry and the community, Abel said.
TBSince farming was all they knew, and with new brides and hard times, the brothers decided to buy land to secure a legacy for their families. As their families grew, so did the work force.
TB “Pretty much everybody has put some time in on this property on the end of a shovel, the back of a tractor or setting pipe,” Abel said. “It was pretty neat. It taught me how to work.”
TBKarl and Norbert held on to their property through crop failures, insect damage and the high price of water, but they always have remained good neighbors to Luke, Abel said.
TBOver the years, as it became less profitable to farm, the Abels have sold parcels of their land.
TBKarl, who was president of the Salt River Project for 10 years in the 1970s, is 88 years old now. Both he and Norbert, who lives in Litchfield Park, are retired, and it’s up to Jonathan Abel and his cousins Pat and Bill Patterson to oversee the land swap.
TBThe 350 acres contracted with the trust lies inside Luke’s 65-decibel noise contours, which has made farming the only solid option for the land.
TBBecause of its proximity to Luke, opportunities to sell the land for its worth have been slim, but the family continues to work in support of the base, Abel said.
TB “We believe in Luke and what it’s there for,” Bill said. “We know that the Air Force needs this property in order to secure their mission, and we support that.”
TBAs part of the land-swap proposal, the Abels will sell their land to a private development company, which will in turn trade it for federal land with the Bureau of Land Management.
TBThe federal government, specifically the Interior Department, then would own the land and most likely lease it back to the Abels, provided they continue to practice compatible land use around the base.
TB “We have all looked to this property for half of a century as something solid we can use in the future,” Abel said. “We’ve been very patient, and we always believed we’d be treated fairly. Now we believe that more than ever.”
TBThe Abels and Pattersons trust the property will remain agricultural as a “green-belt buffer” for the mission of Luke, Abel said.
TBCurrently, the Abels lease their farm, and family members rarely go out and work the fields as they did years ago.
TBPat and Bill recalled spending many summers on the farm and how their daughter, Tyler, loved to ride on the tractors as a toddler.
TBThis fall, Tyler will head off to college in Michigan, and the Pattersons, who live in Tempe, probably won’t spend much time on the farm.
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