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	TBLuke Air Force Base will be poised and ready for the Base Realignment and Closure Commission process in spring 2005.
TBThat was the message delivered to Goodyear and other West Valley cities last week by representatives from the Washington, D.C., consulting and lobbying firm they hired to represent them on Capitol Hill. O’Brien & Associates was hired last year to promote the interests of Luke AFB to Congress in anticipation of the BRACC deliberation process.
TBFirm principal Dave O’Brien and colleague Shannon Scott appeared before a number of West Valley councils last week to apprise them of the status of their efforts to date. On June 7, it was Goodyear City Council’s turn.
TBWhereas the old perception of Luke in Washington was akin to being the poster child for encroachment and fractured community support, recent positive events in the Valley and the firm’s efforts have helped change that perception, O’Brien said.
TB “Since the closing of the northern departure corridor, money has been funded from Congress, and there has been state legislation for the protection of Luke,” O’Brien said. “Those are very positive steps forward for the Valley, which now is a model for the country.”
TBIn addition to some $27 million funded in two allocations last year by Congress to use in stopping further base encroachment, O’Brien pointed to two other potential fundings in fiscal year 2005 federal budget. The first is a $10 million allocation for a 120-room dormitory for the base, and the second is a $7.9 million allocation for Litchfield Road improvements, including an underpass and an entry-point replacement.
TBO’Brien also cited the March 18 press conference held in Goodyear that touted a new land-acquisition program aimed at easing encroachment around Luke as being a very positive and visible event. The press conference, which attracted U.S. Senators John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.) and Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano, “gave new force to the effort” to preserve Luke, O’Brien said. It also generated lots of positive news coverage, he added.
TB “Other bases around the country would just as soon have the positive attention that Luke has gotten of late,” he said. [image: image1.png]
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