Senate Bill 1525

Background:

In 1995, the Legislature passed a law to address the concern of residential encroachment around Arizona’s military airports by requiring all political subdivisions in the vicinity of a military airport to adopt land use plans and adopt and enforce zoning regulations that assure development compatible with the high noise and accident potential generated by military airport operations. 

 In 2000, the Legislature passed S.B. 1514 which placed enforcement of this statute with the Attorney General.

What S.B. 1525 does:
· The bill established a new definition for High Noise and Accident Potential Zones.  A High Noise or Accident Potential Zone is defined specific to each military base and is intended to encompass the most critical land areas.  In Maricopa County, the High Noise and Accident Potential Zones is defined as the existing noise contours and arrival/departure corridors

· The bill provides military airports with enhanced notification of development in the vicinity of a military airport by requiring political subdivisions to provide notification of proposed general plans and amendments to appropriate jurisdictions, school districts, property owners, etc. if the plan or amendment includes territory in the vicinity of a military airport.  This bill added “military airports” to the list of notification recipients. The bill also requires political subdivisions to provide the military airport with a copy of the notice of public hearing regarding the rezoning of land located in the vicinity of a military airport.  This advanced notification enables military airports to provide input on the proposed development’s impact on the base’s operations.

· If a military airport provides comments or analysis concerning proposed zoning changes in the vicinity of a military airport, the affected political subdivision must hold a public hearing to consider and analyze the military airport’s comments before making a final determination.

· The bill provides for additional disclosure regarding the transfer or sale of land with territory in the vicinity of a military airport.  For those purchasing residential property, this includes an enhanced disclosure statement on the first page of the public report notifying the buyer that the property is located within the vicinity of a military airport and that the State Real Estate Department and the local communities in the vicinity maintain maps of military flight operations and other information if provided by the military airport.  This provision is intended to provide prospective buyers with full disclosure and awareness of the property’s proximity to a military airport.

· The bill also requires that public reports include a copy of a map provided by military airports which clearly delineates both the vicinity and the high noise or accident potential zone. 
· Current statute states that political subdivisions with territory in the vicinity of a military airport must require noise attenuation for all buildings located within the noise contours.  This bill changes statute so that noise attenuation is required throughout the vicinity for all new residential developments, portions of buildings where the public is received, and office areas in new buildings.  

To view the entire bill, click here

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/legtext/45leg/1r/laws/0023.htm 

