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would help shield base
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SURPRISE — Luke Air
Force Base is close to getting
some needed protection of
Auxiliary Airfield 1, where pi-
lots sometimes fly as low as
150 feet above the ground as
they conduct instrument
training. .
House Bill 2141, which ex-
tends many of the same pro-
tections Luke has to the field,
called Aux 1, passed a prelimi-
nary vote of the full Senate on
Monday and could go toa final
vote today.

1If approved, the bill would
goback to the House for acon-
currence vote to reconcile dif-
ferences in the House and
Senate versions.

The Air Force has been
training pilots over Aux 1 in
Surprise for more than 40
years.

But homes have been
creeping closer to the field,
worrying Luke officials that
noise complaints from nearby
homeowners could shut down
the almost 13,000 flights over
Aux 1 every year.

F-16 pilots practice instru-
ment approaches and depar-
tures over the field.

The jets typically do three
passes, one high and the other
two low.

The low passes are com-
pleted at 150 to 250 feet above
the ground.

When the low flights ap-
proach the Aux 1 runway,
where they never land, they
begin their climb upward with
the jets screaming as the pi-
lots boost their power.

It’s noisy.

The bill establishes high-
noise and accident-potential
zones around the field, where
development is restricted to
compatible uses.

It also establishes a box,
called the territory, within the
vicinity of a military airport.
Luke would be informed of
planned developments within
the box, and it would have the

Luke Air Force Base Auxiliary Field 1
The Legislature is considering extending to Auxiliary Field 1 the same
protections against development given to Luke Air Force Base.
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The auxiliary field lets
Luke’s F-16 pilots practice
instrument approaches.

opportunity to comment on
thes

m.
Potential homebuyers with-
in the box would be notified
that they are buying a home in
an area where F-16 pilots
practice.
James “Rusty” Mitchell, di-
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rector of Luke’s community
initiatives team, said the bill is
critical to the base.

“It would be difficult, if not
impossible, for Luke to absorb
those sorties,” Mitchell said.

Mitchell likened Aux 1 to a
leg of a threelegged stool.
The other legs are Luke and
the Barry M. Goldwater
Range.

When protections against
encroachment were passed
for the base, Aux 1 was left
out.

“This really solidifies Ari-
zona’s leading role in the na-
tion for protection of its mili-
tary facilities,”  Mitchell
noted.

In 2005, about a quarter of
the nation’s military bases
will be chosen for closure.
Luke defenders. have been
working hard to keep it off the
list. 5

Reach the reporter at
david.madrid@arizonarepublic

.com or (602) 444-6926.





