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	Duncan Family Farms:
Where do we go from here?
by Darryl Henning
associate editor 

	It’s been nearly seven months since the city of Goodyear bought the 40-acre property on which the educational programs and public events of Duncan Family Farms were once centered, a move aimed at preserving Luke Air Force Base and its mission. 
However, the Duncans are no closer to knowing what to do about those halted activities today than they were last January. 
“This was a unique location for us, and it’s difficult to duplicate that,” Arnott Duncan said. “At least, that’s what we’re finding. We’re still trying.”
It was in February 2002 when Arnott and Kathleen Duncan first learned their Duncan Family Farms operations, centered on the southwest corner of Cotton Lane and Indian School Road, were in the accident-potential zone of jet planes leaving Luke Air Force Base by way of the southern departure corridor. 
After serious consideration, many sleepless nights and considerable gnashing of teeth, the Duncans finally decided to cease all public activities at the Duncan Family Farms site — school tours and public festivals — last October.
They’ve been looking at options ever since. 
“Our number one priority is getting the educational program back up. That’s what we really want, and then see what happens,” Kathleen said. “That has left a bigger gap than anything, we believe, from the feedback we get from the educational community. 
“There are dairies that do school tours and some other educational opportunities, but we were the only real production-agriculture farm that had a real formal program and offered the opportunity for kids to really see production agriculture – where the food comes from.” 

Looking to fill a void
The Duncans said they have thought long and hard about what made the educational and public tour programs of Duncan Family Farms successful. 
“We believe that what people truly liked and enjoyed about Duncan Family Farms was that it was a working farm, and they could tell it was a working farm,” Duncan said. “They came out here, they looked across a ditch and they were able to see activities in the field. And when the kids came and did tours …, it was right there — it was part of the whole farm … They saw the crops picked and put in boxes and then loaded on trucks … to go to the stores.
“If you saw the looks on the kids when they were picking something next to the harvester and saw that whole dot-to-dot connection, you’d understand why we’re trying to put that back together as much as possible."
The Duncans have received calls from all over the Valley with offers for moving the Duncan Family Farms operations, they said. 
“Peoria, Glendale, Gilbert — but once again, you get back to the original idea that we identified — the reason we were able to get by with so few acres was because it was contiguous to the rest of the farm,” Duncan said. “If you have something that’s 40 acres anywhere else, it’s not really a working farm.” 
“We don’t even need the 40 acres — 25 or 30 might be enough, but what was absolutely essential was having access to the real farm,” Kathleen added. “If you pick it up and move it, there’s no real farm anymore, so the whole thing kind of falls apart.”
Consequently, the Duncans have focused their search to the east and west of their farm. But once again, they’ve run into challenges. 
“There still are Luke issues — we don’t want to move anywhere seen as a threat to their viability,” Kathleen said. “That’s definitely the number one priority, working with Luke before going forward with anything.”
The Duncans have met with the base’s new encroachment team. 
“They basically said they’d be highly discouraging of us looking anywhere west,” Kathleen said. “There was a site near Scott Libby School and some other sites out farther west, but … it was not something Luke wanted to see happen. So we moved on.” 
“Going to the east is a whole different game because they [Luke planes] don’t turn that direction. Anything east, they’re supportive,” Duncan said. “But anything to the east is pretty much spoken for as residential or SunCor [Development Co.] owns it.
“We’re working with SunCor to see if they’ve got anything, but they’re in their final iterations of what they’re proposing to the city of Goodyear, in a plan type of arrangement. So trying to set up 40 acres somewhere in that when it’s already drawn out — they’d have to totally re-do all of the drawings.” 
“It’s kind of late in the game for them to be rethinking a pretty significant chunk,” Kathleen added.
“And if you go south of I[nterstate]-10, then you get into a completely different water district and a different climate, and it’s difficult to grow vegetables there,” Duncan said.

‘Reinventing ourselves’
“It may be that we reinvent ourselves. It may be we aren’t able to reproduce what we had,” Kathleen said. “It was never our idea to do exactly what we we’re doing, because so much evolved because of the footprint of this property.
“So, I don’t know. Maybe that will take a whole different form. Maybe we’ll find a whole different way to educate kids … . 
“We’re just going to keep trying, and if that doesn’t happen, we’re going to have to keep open minds to see if there are other ways to accomplish some of the same things.” 
There’s no real time limit for how long the Duncans can take to find an alternative that works.
“But certainly, the longer we’re out of the market, out of people’s minds, the easier it is for them to make a decision to go someplace else,” Duncan said. “So we feel a sense of urgency.”
Meanwhile, the Duncans are far from being idle. Arnott still oversees the family’s 2,000-acre commercial farm operation and Kathleen assists as needed. She also serves on the Liberty Elementary District school board and recently has been busy getting their children ready for the new school year (which has just begun). 
The Duncans also continue to be heavily involved with supporting the Valley’s food-bank network. 
“Annually, we’re right around a million pounds of fresh fruit and vegetables donated to the food banks,” Duncan said, adding they work very closely with the Arizona Association of Food Banks. “We have designed them into our farms so on a regular basis, they can use our watermelon shed and packing facility to re-work their loads. We like being able to help in that way.
“And our guys [workers] are totally dialed in to doing whatever needs to be done to facilitate their [food banks’] efforts.”
A number of people expressed concern to them that the food banks might fall by the wayside now that the Duncan Family Farms operations are on hiatus. Not so, Duncan said. 
“Those programs are very important to us. Programatically, they will be here as long as we are,” he said emphatically. 
Despite being unsuccessful to date in identifying a working alternative for re-initiating Duncan Family Farms activities, the Duncans appear calm and focused. 
“After the last year, I think we’ve reached the point that whatever’s supposed to happen will happen, and we’ll just be ready for it,” Kathleen said, sighing. 

Darryl Henning can be reached by e-mail at dhenning@westvalleyview.com. [image: image1.png]
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Luke rescue in balance

ircle Thursday, Aug. 14, on your
calendars.

That was the day the ongoing ef-
forts to protect Luke Air Force Base
picked up a big head of steam.

And when all is said and done, the
events might be looked upon as a pivotal
turning point.

That's a bold reading. But bear in mind
that landowners near the base have been
complaining about a lack of respect, of
being denied a seat at tables full of well-
intentioned people discussing strategies
to keep Luke and the state’s other mili-
tary bases off the closure list of the Base
Realignment Commission, or BRAC.

Also keep in mind the status of a pend-
ing $14.3 million appropriation in Con-
gress to buy development
rights or buy the land
from these same landown-
ers. The state’s U.S. sena-
tors, John McCain and Jon
Kyl, were instrumental in
getting the funds author-
ized and appropriated in

the Senate bill versions,
Trent but the House versions are
Franks silent.

§ Enter U.S. Rep. Trent
Franks, a freshman representing the
West Valley. Franks invited U.S. House
Speaker Dennis Hastert to the Valley on
Thursday — for fund raising and a Luke
briefing — and it is the latter that might
turn out to be a watershed event.

Franks wisely included landowners,

and o on Woolf, told Hastert that
it’s important for every m. oman and
chﬂﬁ’%’&h‘imca that stay open,
but ‘shouldn’t be shouldered only
by jperty owners.

‘Afterward, Woolf told The Republic
that he

A believes “we’re getting on the
right road” to save Luke from closure,

nda co nsation package in exchange
for: ictions on their property “will
be the bow that ties this up.”

Franks was adamant about the role of
the landowners. Asked if they had a seat
at the table, he said: “They do now. It’s
my sincere belief that we’re seeing a
real coming together of the critical
players on the west side on behalf of

Nick de la Torre/The Arizona Republic

Leyton Woolf, of Woolf Roses, and his family
have farmed near Luke for years.

Luke.”

Their inclusion cannot be understated.
Think for a moment the effect that a
slew of lawsuits against the base and lo-
cal communities and their zoning ordi-
nances might pose for the BRAC. It
would be the worst possible scenario and
likely hasten the closure of Luke.

But landowners like Woolf back the
base. Compensation is crucial, and that’s
why the $14.3 million being sought this
year is so important. It’s a down pay-
ment to keep the Southern Departure
Corridor open — the only route available
for F-16s with ordinance to reach the
Goldwater Gunnery Range since the clo-
sure of the northern corridor because of
residential encroachment by Surprise
and El Mirage.

Franks says he has commitments from
key lawmakers — House Armed Serv-
ices Committee Chairman Duncan
Hunter, R-Calif.; Rep. Joel Hefley, R-
Colo., chairman of the military readiness

‘subcommittee; and Rep. Joe Knollen-

berg, chairman of the military construc-
tion ap] yriations subcommittee.
Franks also said Hastert is “going to

- try to make sure the money stays in” the

bills. “This is clearly on the speaker’s ra-

.dar,” Franks said.

Let’s hope that Franks is right. If it

' comes to-pass, that’s the sort of develop-

ment in the long-running battle to pro-

“tect Luke that will be huge.







Annoyed by the noise
To the editor:
Yes, I’m “one of those” West Valley residents that is annoyed by the noise that is generated by the addition of the Arizona Motorsports Park to our community. I voiced my concerns in March to Max Wilson and haven’t done so again for a couple of reasons:
• The race season was to be over in May 
• I didn’t realize that I needed to contact someone for every incident. 
• As has been published … it’s likely not going to do any good anyway. 
I’ve read every letter to the editor and article in the local and community newspapers concerning this matter. The two sides are very far apart and we, who have to listen to the noise from the track, will be listening to more noise on the subject, with the outcome being that “since you’re used to listening to Luke, this shouldn’t really bother you!” 
The comparison is that old apples and oranges thing. We all knew Luke was our neighbor when we bought or built. Yes, it can get a bit distracting at times, but Luke is a necessity, AMP is not. It’s someone’s toy and it goes on for hours, not like a jet taking off or landing. 
And before you get started thinking that I’m part of the East Valley haves and the West Valley have not’s argument, you’re wrong. I’ve lived in Arizona for four years and consider the entire Valley my place of commerce/play and don’t have a dog in that fight. What I do have an interest in is not being yanked around. 
I see now that the race season will proceed with a rather busy schedule so that a proper noise study and evaluation can be done. We can hardly wait. 
Also as a sideline, the traffic. I do feel sorry for the neighboring golf course. We pulled in there one day and nearly got rear-ended because a truck pulling a car trailer pretty much takes up all the available space there to exit Camelback. No doubt sirens will also become part of the noise pollution we are being gifted with.
The bottom line is every establishment that is interested in my business has sent fliers in the mail, stuffed them into newspapers, had public open houses, taken out ads in the paper, to let us know that they are coming and want to be good neighbors. The AMP was sneaky; they slunk into the West Valley and are now acting shocked that we aren’t thrilled. Tsk, tsk.
Cathy Howell
Goodyear
Luke’s F-16s are welcome sight
To the editor:
1. Where do we send our contribution to the Mueller buyout fund? We are also tired of hearing from them. The last letter proved how ignorant that family really is. 
We are not military people but we knew those “facts” were way off the mark. We also live in the far West Valley and when those jets swoop down over the west side of the White Tanks, we are thrilled, and we look up with gratitude and salute them as they are flying right over our house. They can also be seen and heard flying over I-10, Dysart Road, and Litchfield Road while we are gassing up, parking at the grocery store, going to the doctor, going to school, and going about our travel and business freely. 
Thank you Luke pilots! Drop by any time!
2. Having some affiliation with emergency rooms and firefighters, my husband and I both know those Goodyear firefighters and rescue squads would respond gladly if allowed to. It is not their fault. 
Very petty of the Goodyear council to punish those folks by denying them life-saving services because they refuse to be incorporated into the city.They do contribute to your tax structure. 
I would suggest that those folks living in the county islands not shop for groceries, tires, clothes, a meal out, or anything else in Goodyear.
Ellen Elford
Buckeye

Farmers getting too greedy
To the editor:
We would like to comment on your front page article for Aug. 13 titled: “Neighboring farmers want more say in future Luke discussions.”
We are long-time West Valley residents and we pre-date the outrageous “boom” that has desecrated and laid to waste the once beautiful and rural and quiet area and has replaced beautiful cotton fields, wetlands and desert landscape with thousands of ugly-duckling tract homes, miles of ugly pavement and freeways and big box store monstrosities, as well as many too many restaurants, shopping centers, mini-malls, chain stores, motels, really ugly “luxury” apartments and other nauseating clutter.
Our point is this: Most of this got started in the early 1990s when farmers and landowners greedily sold out to rapacious, money-grubbing developers in collusion with their crooked, stupid and guilty co-conspirators — the politicians, state, county and municipal who say quick money and big tax bases.
The few farmers still left here apparently want a bigger share of the money pot just like their “cousins” who sold out the West Valley over the least 10 years.
As far as paying these people (or any other property owners) off so as to gain a “safe zone” for Luke, we think far too much emphasis is placed on personal property rights (usually of wealthy individuals or developer corporations) and not nearly enough on rights enforced for the public good (which should always take priority over the former).We think the government should condemn all property within the Luke zones (including already built home developments) and pay fair market value and not some outrageous amounts. 
The general public has suffered far too long paying higher taxes for dole-outs, lawsuits, etc., to special interests such as farmers and developers and political planning and zoning buffoons.
Frank J. McNeill
Tolleson
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