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but it may be too little, too late

Can state save bases?

Tom Tingle/The Arizona Republic
Airman 1st Class Randy Crego inspects an F-16 at Luke Air Force Base, which could be a tar-
get in the ‘next round. of military installation closures.
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lines both good and
bad news for the staue‘s two most at-

bases: Luke and Davis-Monthan.

They would get a boost because

' Arizona residents. Losing Luke, for
instance, would have severe ripple
effects on many Arizonans, said re-

tiree David- Willis, 69, of Surprise,
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' jor victory in September when Tuc-

son Unified School District officials
voted to close Keen Elementary

- School because of danger to the stu-

dents by low-flying jets.

During the past two years, Luke
supporters have landed $27.3 mil-
lion in federal money to buy land to
protect Luke’s southern departure
corridor.

~ But Davis-Monthan, pushed un-
- comfortably by development on the

« east side of Tucson, is still the target

 of noise complaints from neighbors
- and city residents, as is Luke.
Legal protection

Encroachment scuttled ‘Williams
Air Force Base in the East Valley in
1991 cuts.

Few thought Williams would close
because of its success at training pi-
lots and proximity to the Barry M.
Goldwater Range in southern Ari-
zona But Williams was shut down
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ing closer and closer to its runways.

The state passed landmark legis-

: Latmqin 2001 to protect Luke after
cities like Surprise and El Mirage
kept a].lawmg development within
Luke’s noise zones.

Despite the 2001 law, those two
cities continued to give developers
free rein.

Although - Surprise Mayor Joan
Shafer ran for re-election on a plat-
form of protecting Luke; she and the
City Council approved three de-
'velopments in the noise zones, using
aloophole in the law.

It took a public scolding by Ari-

es Ioned, you need

tohelp us so we retodo that,"’
Farley has told sk force. !
“West of Phoenix, a group of farm-
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' 8 in the next leg-
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 day.Despite the encroachment issue,
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zona Sen. John McCain; criticism
from Napolitano and others; and a
-warning by Attorney General Terry
~Shafer and the
council to stop approving homes in
Luke’s noise zones. .

Surprise renegouated with two of
the developers, and some of the en-

~croachment damage was blunted.
Then, the city turned down another -
development despite a threat of a

$4 million lawsuit. However, the fate
of that development is still in doubt.
‘Goodyear, meanwhile, shrugged
off a developer’s threat embodied in
a $25 million lawsuit and demanded

less development near Luke than

even the base had requested.

The actlons of Goodyear and Sur-
prise have given base defenders re-
newed hope that the federal base-
closure commission will look more
favorably on Luke’s survival. .

. Ele.rgge too'hasshownmoreco»
operation, Luke supporters say.

- Buyouts wanted

But the efforts to prevent en-
croachment at Luke and Davis-Mon-
than are being complicated by land-
owners who say they should be able
to build in the noise zones or get paid
for not doing so.

Michael R. Farley, reptesenn.ng
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Arizona’s bases will not be judged -

lely on their merits, but m
solely a3 ‘And
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Florida will lay out at 1east$5 mil-

Te: oters approved m
lion in honds to upgrade mi!litary

Luke and Davis-Monthan have

“ lion for a mxhtary base retention.

grants program nnd ‘has hosted joint
; tra:.mng exercises at Eglin Air Force

’lbxas
Jomt effort to protect a cluster of

_bases: Fort Bliss in El Paso; White

Sands Missile Range near Las Cru-
ces, N.M.; and Holloman Air Force
Base near Alamegordo, N.M.

a,ud New ‘Mexico have a

Given this competition, some of -

Arizona's base defenders are wor-
ried the state’s effort is coming late
in the

Althog?x?h ‘Arizona has long known
that Davis- -Monthan and Luke are at
risk from encroachment, it is only
now trying to find money to pmtect
them, Browning said.

. “We are having the same conver-
sation now we were having 10 to 12
years ago,” he said.
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Arizona is working to save its military bases as the federal government prepares to close a quarter of its hass in 2005,

'YUMA PROVING GROUNDS (Arry)

Mission: To help test and develop mi

vehicles, mines and aviation system:

History: First used by the military in
1943, the site began to be used as a

equipment, boats, vehicles and well-
in January 1950 because of a military austerity program, it was
reactivated in April 1951 totest equipment under desert conditions.

Of note: The KOFA range on the base is the Army’s premier long-range

artillery range.

Personnel: Active duty permanent: 185; military students: 150; civilian
employees: 1,513; military retirees: 102.
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'YUMA MARINE CORPS AIR
STATION (Marines)

Mission: To provide support
for Marine aviation training.
Its 2.8 million acres of aerial
training ranges support 80

~percent of all Marine Corps
training.

History: Opened as Fly Field
in 1928 for use by military
and civilian planes, it became
Yuma Army Air Base during
World War Il and was used
for training pilots. Used as

a civilian airfield starting in
1948 it was then reactivated
in 1951 by the Air Force. In
1959, it was passed to the
Navy, then to the Marine
Corps.

Of note: It's the busiest
airfield in the Marine Corps
and the fifth-busiest in the
Navy.

Personnel: Active duty
permanent: 4,124; military
students: 191, civilian
employees: 1,212; military
refirees: 1,781,

i
e T P T T ST T

A —.

“
o

ke DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE

F 4
3
ilitary equipment such as artillery, ;
5.
1942 for training desert troops. In :
testing ground for river-crossing  ©  «
drilling equipment, Deactivated t; 1
i
:a i
o
Iw ]
P
e
i
rerrrerrrri]
R e
P aiad i
She o 4

* (Air Force)

Mission: To train pilots and keep
avariety of aircraft combat-ready.

The 355th Wing at Davis-Monthan
provides fighter aircraft for close
support and forward air control of
ground forces. In combat, its specially
equipped EC-130H aircraft can jam
signals the enemy is sending to its air
and ground forces. Planes based there
form the Air Force's only Airborne
Battlefield Command and Control
squadron.

History: Davis-Monthan became a
military base in 1925. It's named in
honor of Lts. Samuel H. Davis and
Oscar Monthan, two Tucson residents
and World War I-era pilots who died
in separate aircraft accidents. During
World War l, Davis-Monthan served
as a training base for B-18, B-25 and
B-29 bombers.

Of note: In1927, Charles Lindbergh,
fresh from his non-stop crossing of
the Atlantic Ocean, flew his “Spirit

of St. Louis” to Tucson to dedicate
Davis-Monthan Field, then the largest
municipal airport in the United States.

Personnel: Active duty permanent;
6,628; military students: 101; civilian
employees: 2,580; military retirees:
11,120
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LUKE AIR FORCE BASE (Air Force)

Mission: Train F-16 pilots and crew chiefs and-:
maintain combat-ready aircratt. The 56th i thter
Wing, the largest fighter wing in the world; trains
more than 1,000 pilots and 800 crew chiefs yearly.

History: First known as Litchfield Park Air Base,

it became Luke Field in 1941 and was the targest
fighter training base in the Army Air Forces duting
World War Il, graduating more than 12,000 fighter
pilots. It was deactivated in 1946, then reactivated...
in 1951 as Luke Air Force Base in fesponsé: tu the:!
outbreak of combat in Korea.

Of note: Named for Lt. Frank Luke Jr, a Phuen
resident and World War | aviator who won the
Medal of Honor posthumously after being killed:
in battle in 1918 Known as the “Arizona Balloon
Buster,” he shot down 14 German observation
balloons and four planes.

Personnel: Active duty permanent: 5,585; military
students: 956; civilian employees: 2,251; military
retirees: 22,018,
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FORT HUACHUCA (Army)

Mission: Provide military intelligence training
and support for defense efforts at home

and abroad as the host base for the Ay
Intelligence Center and School and the Army
Information System Command.

History: Established in 1877 as a strategic
military camp during the era of the Indian
Wars, it was designated Fort Huachuca in
1882. During World War Il, it was home to the
93rd Infantry Division, then the 92nd Infantry
Division, with the fort reaching a troop strength
of 30,000 soldiers.

Of note: In 1913, the 10th Cavalry, made up -
of Black troops known by their Indian foes as
“Buffalo Soldiers” for their courage and fighting
ability, arrived at the fort and stayed aimost 20
years.

Personnel: Active duty permanent: 4,219;
military students: 2,864; civilian employees:
4,292; military retirees: 3,859.
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In deciding which military bases to shut down across the country the federal base-closure commission {s ex
“military” and “other” criteria. In some cases, a base will be judged not only on'its current capabil

consider
. on how well it could absorb troops and missions from other bases.

Military considerations:
O How prepared a base is to carry out current and future missions and
joint missions to fight wars, train troops and stay ready for action.

0 What each base has in terms of land, airspace and facilities, and the
condition of the land and facilities. This would include what a base has
to offer for training naval, air and ground forces in diverse climates and
terrain. It would include how well-suited a base was for staging troops for
homeland defense missions.

0 How well a base could accommodate future total force requirements,
how flexible it would be in its regular operations, and in training and in
mobilizing troops.

O The cost of operations and “manpwlér implications” for each base.
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Other considerations: :
O How much would be spent or saved

+ in closing a base, 'and how soon savings

would exceed costs.

0O The economic impact on communities
near the bases.

O The ability of communities near bases
to support forces, missions and personnel.

0O The environmental impact of closing
a base, including the cost of cleaning up
rollutants and satisfying anti-pollution
aws.




