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House expected

to. OK amendment

By Billy House
Republic Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Secretary
of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
faced a revolt in the GOP-led
House on Wednesday when
the Armed Services Commit=
tee voted to delay next year’s
scheduled round of military
base closings for another two
years, until 2007.

The committee’s action
came as Arizonans are bat-
tling to keep Luke Air Force
Base off any such base-clo-
sure list, and as more than
10,000 postcards were deliv-
ered this week to the nation’s
capital urging that Luke be
protected.

Moving ahead with an exist-
ing 2005 timeline for closing
nearly 25percent of U.S.
bases, say committee mem-
bers, could be an irreversible
and a terrible mistake when
the U.S. military is experienc-
ing extraordinary stress amid
the war on terrorism and ef-
forts to secure Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Some members also ex-
pressed growing dissatisfac-
tion with the Pentagon’s han-
dling of Iraqgi prisoner abuse
allegations, saying it’s time
for Congress to take back
more hands-on responsibility
for decisions such as future
military base closings.

“It would be irresponsible
to make irreversible base-clo-
sure decisions,” said Rep. Joel
Hefley, R-Colo., chairman of
the readiness subcommittee;
which sponsored the two-year
delaying amendment ap-
proved on a voice vote.

“Everybody in the Congress knows that we
have asked the (Pentagon) to name one base
that should be closed ... and got no answer.”

— Neil Abercrombie

Democratic representative from Hawaii

“There’s just a lot of ques-
tions we simply do not have an
answer to,” Hefley said of fu-
ture ‘military requirements
and Rumsfeld’s ' insistence
that_the Pentagon needs to
move ahead with eliminating
one-fourth of its U.S. military
base capacity during a time of
war and terrorism.

GOP Rep. Trent Franks,
Arizona’s only member on the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee, was among the major-
ity of panel members who sup-
ported the two-year delay.

The Armed Services Com-
mittee on Wednesday also con-
sidered, but rejected, the idea
of scrapping the politically un-
popular base closing process
altogether.

Hefley’s amendment to de-
lay the next round of closures
until 2007, attached to a de-
fense spending authorization
bill, is expected to be passed
by the full House.

The Senate must agree on
any final version of the de-
fense authorization measure
before it is sent to the White
House.

Pentagon spokeswoman
Cheryl Irwin said Wednesday
that the Defense Department
“had every - intention” of fol-
lowing the law as it is “now
written,” meaning for now it
will stick to the 2005 base-clo-
sure timeline.

The Pentagon is pressing to
cutabout one-fourth of its mil-
itary base capacity to save
about $6 billion a year. The

secretary of defense is re-
quired underlaw to provide a
list of -base. closure recom-
mendations to the president
by May 16 of next year.

An independent base re-
alignment and closure com-
missidn, or BRAC, would then
review the recommendations
and make changes if it thinks
action is warranted, giving a
final list to the president in
September 2005,

Some lawmakers, led by
Rep. Gene Taylor, D-Miss., are
angry about the way the Pen-
tagon has kept Congress in-
formed about the Iraq war, on
Iragi prisoner abuses and
other issues.

Taylor said deciding which
bases to close and which to
keep operating is something
Congress never should have
relinquished, and “I think we
ought totake back this respon-
sibility.”

“Everybody in the Congress
knows that we have asked the
(Pentagon) to name one base
that should be closed ... and
got no answer,” said Neil Ab-
ercrombie, D-Hawaii, of the
current process.

Hefley and other GOP lead-
ers last year scrapped a simi-
lar move to eliminate the base-
closure process and said
Wednesday that such an effort
this year would only provoke a
‘White House veto of the whole
defense authorization bill,
They used a procedural mo-
tion to simply delay the base-
closing process until 2007.

Franks opposed Taylor’s ef-
forts to scrap the entire base-
closure process.

The first-term lawmaker
said he did not believe it had a
chance to survive in negotia-
tions ‘with the Senate and
would in the process put at
risk already agreed-upon cri-
teria from which base-closure
targets would be picked,
which he says are “extremely
favorable to'Luke.”.

“But I am' definitely, un-
equivocally supportive of de-
laying the closing process,”
Franks said, “because I think
the already strong case being
made by all the parties in the
West Valley that Luke should
survive the next round of
BRAC will be even stronger if
given two more years.”

Peoria Mayor John Keega-
non Tuesday delivered 10,000
postcards  from residents
throughout Arizona express-
ing support and appreciation
for Luke ‘Air Force Base to
Franks’ Washington office.
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