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Doughboy is reason to save Luke

think of Doughboy every

time I read about the latest,

incremental ‘progress , at
keeping a bunch of cookie-cut-
ter houses from shutting down
Luke Air Force Base and un-
dercutting ~the nation’s de-
fenses.

Doughboy’s an instructor at
Luke; whichtrains the nation’s
F-16 fighter: pilots and crew
chiefs.

He'’s a clown:

And a marvelous teacher.

And a trained killer.

And a cynical patriot.

In short, he’s a fighter pilot.

He first got the yearning to
risk his life for his country af-
ter his uncle got killed flying
an F-4 Phantom during Viet-
nam, Doughboy ended up ina
fighter jet that helped destroy
the Iraqi air defenses in:the
first Gulf War. He flew 28 com-
bat missions. He nearly got:in
a°'dogfight with an Iraqi
fighter; but a general in an
AWAC radar plane wouldn’t
let him. So Doughboy flew
around trying to get Iraqi sur-
face-to-air missile batteries to
shoot at him so he could de-
stroy. them. He nearly got
Kkilled a couple of times, but in-
tense training -ahd honed in-
stinct saved him.

Later, he worked in the com-
mand center that directed the
bombing of Afghanistan. He
orchestrated flights of bomb-
ers, fighters and air tankers,
relaying targeting coordi-
nates from ground-based spot-
ters riding horses dressed in
robes.

He also has trained genera-
tions of other pilots, with
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funny, . tough, . entertaining
briefings that rise to the level
of ‘performance art. The ‘stu-
dent pilots love him, since he
always buys the booze and
never demeans them. More
importantly, he’s such a great
teacher that they’re less likely
to die flying a Viper, with'its
64 weapons and radar settings
on a control stick ‘you can’t
even afford to glance down at
while flying upside down in a
turn so sharp and fast that a
180-pound - pilot - effectively
weighs 1,600 pounds.

Doughboy has devoted his
whole life to the defense of my
country. ‘That :means: killing
strangers and risking his life
as a matter of routine, not to
mention packing his bags.at-a
moment’s notice and not see-
ing his family again for a year.
He survived, but it did cost
him his marriage.

But he’s:one reason no:one
will ever invade-us;'No other
Air Force in the -world could
last more thanabout aweek up
against Doughboy and his:fel-
low Viper pilots.

Before the first' Gulf War,
planners predicted 10,000 co-
alition  casualties. ‘ Instead,
Doughboy -and -his buddies
quickly destroyed:an air de-
fense system seven times as
dense as Hanoi’s in the Viet-

nam War and wiped out a 700-
plane air force with the loss of
just 14 coalition jets. Thanks
to training at places like Luke
and the embrace of “smart
bombs,” eight planes dropping
30 bombs in the first Gulf War
could destroy a target that in
World War IT would have tak-
en 9,000 bombs dropped by
3,000 planes, according to cal-
culations by John Hallion in
Storm Qver Iraq.

‘That’s one reason that it now
costs $6 million ‘to train an
F-16 pilot.

That’s’ assuming you' can
find someone like Doughboy
willing to warp his whole life
to fly a Viper —no matter what
it costs.

So 1 do feel faintly heart-
ened when West Valley cities
grudgingly limit sprawl, con-
gressmen belatedly scrounge
up a couple million to buy up
farmland and the Legislature
finally debates development
limits to protect a vital backup
field — as tawmakers did this
week.

But then I ‘think ‘abont
Doughboy upside down in'a
9-g turn, wishing he could go
into combatone more time and
bomb the Bad Guys.

And then I wonder, why doa
few of us give so much and the
rest of us begrudge even a
little?

Lyons Press will release Peter
Aleshire’s book on training F-16 pilots
at Luke, “Eye of the Viper,” in July. He
is a freelance writer and senior
lecturer at ASU West. The views
expressed are his own, You can reach
him at aleshire@cox.net.
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