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Restricting use
near airfield
1 of proposals

By Paul Davenport
Associated Press

National security concerns
and fears about the possible
closure of Arizona military
bases have legislators moving
to step up efforts to protect
bases and flight training
routes.

“After 9/11, I'm. going to
lean on the side of caution,”
Rep. Ray Barnes, R-Phoenix,
said while voting for a bill to
keep a natural-gas company
from locating ‘an  under-
ground storage facility near
Luke Air Force Base.

Other bills endorsed by the
Utilities and Municipalities
Committee ' on. Wednesday
would mandate new disclo-
sures to property buyers un-
der low-level flight routes
that crisscross huge expanses
of rural Arizona and restrict
land use around an auxiliary
airfield called crucial to Luke

_ airbase, amajor pilot training
base.

The committee voted unan-
imously for those two bills,
House Bill 2140 and House
Bill 2141, and split 4-3-on the
storage facility “bill, House
Bill 2134.

Consideration of those bills
came gsarelated bill, House
Bill 2605, on land-use plan-
ning ‘and base preservation
projects awaits action in the
House. That bill was recom-
mended by a task’force ap-
pointed by Gov. Janet Napoli-
tano.

Some of the votes Wednes-
day left committee members
struggling as they weighed
competing ‘interests- that in-
clude - property. rights, na-
tional security and the state’s
economy.

“The military bases are
prime economic generators
within-the state,” said Rep.
John Nelson, sponsor of ‘the
three bills.

Luke’s  Auxiliary ' Field
No. 1, located . just  outside
Surprise and about 15 miles
northwest of Luke, is used by
pilots to practice landing ap-

proaches though not actual
landings.

The auxlllary field was
built in 1941 in what was then
bare desert. Housing develop-
ments are now popping up in
the area.

Nelson’s bill would bar lo-
cal governments from allow-
ing subdivisions in the noise
and accident-potential zones
around the auxiliary field, re-
strictions already in place for
major military bases.

Luke itself cannot handle
all'of those thousands of sor-
ties so the auxiliary field and
the Air Force want to keep
those low-level flights away
from'populated areas asmuch

as possible, a military official -

said.
“This is some of our most
dangerous - flying,” - said

James “Rusty” Mitchell, a re-
tired - officer < who directs
Luke’s community initiatives
team.

“An aircraft going down in
that ‘area is going to impact
several houses.”

That means the auxiliary
field also must be protected
from.encroachment to keep
Luke off the hit list in the next
round of military base: clos-
ings; said Nelson, R-Glendale.

“If we don’t help the base
maintain its mission, we stand
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An F-16 lands Feb. 3 at Luke Air Force Base. A bill to keep a
natural-gas company from locating underground storage

near Luke got a 4-3 vote in-a House committee Wednesday.

as good a chance as anybody
of losing it,” Nelson said.

Nelson and others said be-
hind-the-scenes talks are un-
der way to negotiate compro-
mise legislation with real es-
tate developers but that find-
ing money to compensate
landowners ‘whose property
can’t be developed is a prob-
lem.

The flight-route bill is an at-
tempt to start dealing with
‘what couldbe aproblem as de-
velopment ' takes < place in
more ‘rural “Arizona - areas

_where military pilots have

flown for decades, many go-
ing to" and from the Barry
Goldwater range, Nelson
said.

Changing the routes "to
avoid new.development is not
an option because of the envi-
ronmental hurdles involved,
said Rep. Jennifer Burns, R-
Tucson.

Nelson * said he - sympa-
thized with El Paso Corp. but
opposes  the Houston-based
company’s plan for a storage
facility in salt domes near
Luke,

Peter Jaskoski, El Paso’s di-
rector of state government af-
fairs, said the company needs
the storage to make sureithas
enough gas on hand to meet
Arizona’s growing demand.
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