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By David Madrid
The Arizona Republic

PEORIA - A meeting
Wednesday ofLuke Air Force
Base officials with nearby
landowners began the ease-
ment-purchase . process, in
which the base commander
said condemnation would be
a last resort.

The federal government
has given the Air Force
$27.3 million to buy land
around a munitions-storage
area south of the base and
real estate rights in areas in
Luke’s northern and southern
flight corridors.

When asked if condémna-
tion of property wasan option
if agreement between negoti-
ators  and  landowners
couldn’tbe reached, TerriKa-
plan; chief of the Army Corps
of Engineers’ real estate divi-
sion, answered, “Yes.”

Luke’s commander;” Brig.
Gen. Philip Breedlove, as-
sured landowners that there
is much work and negotiating
todobeforethesituation ever
reaches ' the condemnation
stage.

But Michael Francis, rep-
resenting a group of farmers
who live near Luke, said he
views Kaplan’s answer as a
threat.

“She could have elaborated
on that, but.she didn’t,”” he
said,

Some landowners may not
be willing to sell their real es-
tate rights; Francis said.

Condemnation; he; added,
“could result in the worst
thing for Luke, and that’s law-
suits.”

Bill Birch, whose father
owns land in the northern 4
flight corridor, said that con-
tinually rising property taxes
‘make farming less viable.

Kaplan said land apprais-
ers would consider the taxis-
sue.

Reach the reporter at
david.madrid@arizonarepub
Jic.com or (602) 444-6926.
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