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By David Madrid
The Arizona Republic

El Paso Natural Gas.Co.
plans to store 9.6 billion cu-
bic feet of natural gas in
mammoth salt caverns lo-
cated within a mile of Luke
Air Force Base, its hospital,

school and basehm\sing
The base, some of its
neighbors and local and
state officials' oppose the
proposed facility, citing the
safety of the people who
live and work nearby. But
thereisalsofear thatanatu-
ral ‘gas storage facility

could damage Luke at a
time when the state is try-
ing to protect the base from
closing. -

In 2005, a quarter of the
nation’s military bases will
be targeted for closure.

“Allowing undergmund

gas storage facl.lmes Wlthm b

a few miles of an mrfleld

would jeopardize Luke’s.

mission and survival,” said
state Rep John Nelson, R-
Phoenix.

El Pascr Natural Gas Co.

- owns 455 acres west of El

Mirage Road between
Northern and Glendale av-
enues. The company wants

“to build the Copper Eagle
gas storage facility there

because of a significant uh
derground ~salt  dome
where the company cotll
create three large salt ce
verns. Each of the cavern

could store 3.2 billion cubi
‘ feet of natural gas. The roc

of the dome would be on¢
half mile underground, ac
cording to company cf_f
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cials.

'El Paso wants to use the salt
cavems because large quanti-
ties of natural gas canhqﬁtored
there cheaply, salt is a good
storage medium and
verns are inexpensive to build.
36-inch pipeline

In addition to the storage fa—
cility, a proposed 36-inch natu-
ral-gas pipeline would  skirt
Luke to the west and north an
then connect to the facility.

Col. Pete Costello;
mander of Luke, sald he has
met with the gas company’s
representatives, landowners
who live near the base and local |
government officials.

“Based on the current
mation we have, we at Luke are
opposed to the pro]ect " Cos-
tello said.

An mdependeut analysis of

tential gas leak indicates thax
wind could carry natural gas
over Luke Elementary School,
base housing, Luke Air Force -
Base Hospital and the | hnse -
self, Costello said.

H “From Luke’s perspective, -

Co,,

processthatthere ven'tbeen |
ig ings yet, but

- make sure everythmg is done

- properly, she said.

"Obvmusly, safety is abso-
lutely paramount for us,” Wal-
“lace said. “It’s more u'nportant

than anything else. So we’re go- -

ut it (facility) through
testing and be sure and

be in constant contact with all

the takekolt{e;‘s in order to

possible.” '
She s: dtheﬁacihfywﬂlbe

state-of-the-art and follow a]l :

the salt do
said.

gas smrage facility won‘t be
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~ ian or military airport.

‘Wait a
think

ute’
is practical leg-

from bélng built within

- milesofa mumclpal.lty or clv1l- :

":s)anon that is not retributive
towards anybody, or trying to

be obstructive,” he said. “It's
saying ‘Wait a minute, the com-
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_munity has aright to exist with-
‘out having something of this
magnitude dumped on it.”

Law needed

Nelson said the state should
have a stringent and straight-
forward law in place to help
strengthen its position when it
comes time for the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission’s
approval process.

“That tells them what the
feeling of the state is as far as
the location of these facilities,”
he said. “We’re not saying don’t
do it; we’re saying don’t do it
here.”

County  Supervisor Max
Wilson said the county plans to
hire an attorney experienced
with natural gas facilities and
pipelines so that the county can
be prepared to deal with the is-

e.“We’re  just getting our
ducks lined up,” he said.

Worried over accident

Wilson said he is concerned

that an accident similar to what
happened near Carlsbad, N.M.,
could happen near Luke. On
Aug. 19, 2000, an El Paso Natu-
ral Gas Co. 30-inch pipeline
ruptured and exploded killing
12 people who were camping
nearby. The gas burned for S5

minutes, and flames reached
an estimated 490 feet high.

Wallace said the gas com-
pany learned a lot from the
Carlsbad accident. She said it
spent millions of dollars over
the past three years modifying
its pipeline system, making it
safer and easier to inspect..
Suffocation danger

Douglas Fant, a local attor-
ney who worked 19 years in the
oil and gas industry, says the
gas that will be moving through
the 36-inch pipeline will have
no odor or color and that if
enough escapes, it would dis-
place oxygen and suffocate
people.

' “So that can be a problem for
people sleeping in neighbor-
hoods,” Fant said.

If the escaped gas ignited, it
would explode, he said.

Fant said there are other less
populated locations in the state

‘the gas company should be con-

sidering.

He said there are similar salt
formations near Kingman and
Picacho Peak between Tucson
and Phoenix.

Reach the reporter at.
david.madrid@arizonarepublic. com
or (602) 444-6926.




