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_ WASHINGTON — Despite a
threatened veto by the Bush ad-
ministration, many House Re-

publicans joined Democrats on

Thursday in supporting a two-
year delay in base closings
scheduled for next year as part

of $422 billion bill for defense -

programs. o
" The 259-162 vote to support
delaying the base closings until
2007 not only defied the White
House but also sets up a con-
frontation with  the Senate,
‘which on Tuesday voted 49-47 to
oppose any delay. . -
Favoring the delay was Ari-
zona’s only . member of the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee, Republican Rep. Trent
Franks. Arizona’s two House
Democrats, Ed Pastor and Raul
Grijalva, also voted to support
the delay. T
Arizona. GOP Reps. . Jeff
Flake, John Shadegg, J.D. Hay-

worth, Rick Renzi and Jim

Kolbe all were opposed.

Secretary of Defense Donald

Rumsfeld aims to cut about one-
fourth of the nation’s military-
base capacity. :
‘He says that could save bil-
lions of dollars while transform-
ing the mi into a more
flexible, agile force. There are
425 major military installations
nationwide. ¥ 5
But state and local officials in
Arizonaand elsewhere say shut-
downs of any could have severe:
economic. effects on surround-
ing communities. >
Arizona has five main mili-
tary installations, including
Luke Air Force Base near Glen-
dale, Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base in Tucson, Fort Huachuca
in Sierra Vista, and the Yuma
Proving Ground and the Marine
Corps Air Station in Yuma.
1In seeking to delay any new
- base closings until 2007, some
. lawmakers argued there are too
many - unanswered questions’
surrounding the impact of shut-
ting bases at a time when the
military is facing increased
pressures with the war against -
terrorism and efforts to rebuild
Iraq and Afghanistan.

* any bill that “weakens, delays

Chance of veto

“The White House, in a state- ‘
ment, said the secretz D
fense will recommend a v

o
of
ysor |
repeals” the base-closure and
realignment process, ~com--
monly called BRAC. Last week, |
Rumsfeld said he would fight to
keep the base closures on the
2005 timetable. e
The huge defense reauthori-
zation bill also gives the Penta-
gon an added $25 billion for Iraq
operations and provides troops |
with a 3.5 percent pay raise: 3
" Arizona’s two Republican |
senators, John McCain and Jon |
Kyl, both opposed the delay. |
" ‘Differences in the bills even- .
tually will have to be negotiated
between the chambers before
one is sent to the White House.
- The amendment Thursday to
remove the delaying language
from the House version was ‘
sponsored by Rep. Mark Ken-
nedy, R-Minn., who said a two-
year delay could mean as much
‘as $16 billion in lost savings. He
also, said that unless that lan-
age was taken out, lawmakers
risked a veto of the entire bill. -
Flake, speaking on the House
floor, 'said he opposed the two-
year delay because leaving itin -
will, in his view, not be doing the

give them the savings and re-

::’ﬁcturmg they need,” Flake

_ “We are wasting money
unneeded capacity,” Kolbe said.
“BRAC is good public policy.

But Franks said efforts to

. Reach the reporter at -

 protect Luke Air Force Base, for
* example, “have gained a great
- deal’ of momentum, and two
years more ‘will even improve -
on that.” b ey
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