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Franks, in a srrongly worded letter
dated Friday, is urging Pinal County
officials to decline developer George
Johnson's request to rezone LaOsa
Ranch from rural to residential.

To-do so, writes Franks, would be
“in the interest of national security
and crucial flight operations carried
out by F-16 pilots at Luke Air Force
Base.” The Pinal County Planning and
Zoning Commission is oonmdermg the
request.

“I strongly believe a rezoning deci-
sion would create an incompatible
land use and reduce eastern access to
the Barry M. Goldwater Range,”
Franks wrote to county planning and
development Director David Kuhl.

“This could jeopardize the entire
mission and flxture of Luke,” Franks
added.

Along with oosﬁn,g Luke Air Force
Base flight paths over the range, crit-
ics say the La Osa Ranch project, a
20,000-acre master-planned commu-
nity south of Eloy, also would jeopar-
dize the future of a critical attack he-
licopter training base at the nearby
Silverbell Army Hellport

Wrote Franks in his letter: “It is im-
‘portant that all Arizonans work to-

- gether to secure the future of Luke as
a crucial part of our nation’s arsenal
of freedom.”

“Y'strongly urge the commission to

 provide forward-thinking objectivity
and analysis, which will prove to pre-
serve and enhance our vxlal national

' security,” he said.

A copy of the letter also was sent to'
Gov. Janet Napolitano.
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