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Our stand: Package
of bills helps ensure
the viability of
Arizona bases

all it the year of military base preser-
vation.

Faced with the hard, cold reality of
the Defense Department’s intent to reduce
the nation’s military installations by:25 per-
cent next year, state lawmakers took the
message to heart and came out fighting.

The package of bills they passed was an
extraordinary affirmation of support for Ari-
zona’s military industry that underscores the
huge economic contribution of the bases ~—
an impact of $5.6 billion each year — and the
vital role they play in national security.

It’s a welcome change from the years of
paying lip service to the onslaught of resi-
dential development that has threatened
their missions, particularly Luke Air Force
Base, where the Northern Departure Corri-
dor is permanently off limits to F-16s with
live munitions. That has left only the
Southern Departure Corridor available for
bombing runs to the Barry Goldwater Gun-
nery Range.

The bills largely are an outgrowth of rec-
ommendations of Gov. Janet Napolitano’s
task force on military installations. State
Rep. John Nelson of Glendale tirelessly and
skillfully shepherded them through the Leg-
islature.

The cornerstone of the package is House
Bill 2140, a measure that sets aside $4.8 mil-
lion annually for 20 years that will primarily
be used to purchase private land and de-
velopments in areas near the bases. Sensibly,
lawmakers upped the recommendation of the
task force, a decision that secures Arizona’s
role as a willing fiscal partner with the fed-
eral government.

This is essential becatise U.S. Sen. John
McCain, who with the rest of the state’s dele-
gation has secured about $27 million in fed-
eral funds in the past two years, says you
can’t rely on future federal funding coming
through.

The bill is far more than just money. Re-
strictions on land uses in noise contours and
accident potential zones would be imposed on
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State lawmakers are commended for working to
protect installations such as Luke Air Force Base.

all bases and auxiliary airfields. It also gives
the attorney general oversight powers to re-
view and sign off on any municipal or county
zoning changes in general plans of the af-
fected areas.

Other new laws prohibit natural gas stor-
age in underground salt caverns near Luke,
extend Luke’s land use restrictions to its
Auxiliary Air Field No. 1, about 15 miles
northwest of the base where instrument
landings are practiced, and require the dis-
closure of low level flying routes to home
buyers in new subdivisions.

Lawmakers have tried to leave nothing to
chance. The competition with other states
willintensify whether the work of the Base
Realignment 'and Closure Commission ad-
heres to its current sehédile to release its
recommendations next year, or if there’s a
postponement until 2007.

Military bases mean jobs and revenues,
and for Arizona, the loss of Williams Air
Force Base in the East Valley more than a
decade ago was exceedingly painful.

These new measures help to ensure that
base missions in Arizona remain viable, and
state lawmakers are to be commended.
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