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Even though the Defense
Department’scriteriafor clos-
ingmﬂitarybasesispﬂmarﬂy
focused on’the military value
of the facilities (The Republic,
Feb. 25), the local communi-
ties need to keep in mind the:
potential environmental baz-
ards of turning military bases
over to non-military use:

‘While Pentagon spokesman
Glenn Flood implied that Luke
Air Force Base is relatively
clean compared with other
bases, the public needs to be
reminded that the base was
listed ‘as an EPA Superfund
site from 1990 through 2002.

Delisting the site in’ 2002
was accompanied by specific
restrictions, including prohi-
bitions on residential develop-
ment and the requiring of per-
sonal protective equipment in
the case of excavation. The
economic and military im-
pacts of closing Luke are im-
portant to discuss, but the en-
vironmental risks of post-mil-
jtary civilian use shouldnotbe
neglected.

— Steve Eastman
Tempe
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