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Luke ﬂights going north
during repair of runway

By David Madrid
The Arizona Republic

Luke ‘Air Force Base has
closed a runway, causing sig-
nificantly - more flights to
take off toward the more
populated north:

It shouldn’t last more than
five more months, but base
officials are asking people
who live north of the base to
be patient until itcan divert
the bulk of its flights to the
south again:

The base is hoping that
noise complaints from Sun
City, Surprise and . Peoria
don’t increase.

“We are doing everything
we can to make sure we oper-
ate safely on the field and
that we operate safely for the
public,” said Luke Vice Com-
mander Col, Pete Costello.

Luke’s: east runway was
shut down Jan: 7 so that rub-
ber that has built up on the
runway could be scraped off,
and so the 75-foot-wide as-
phalt shoulders on both sides
of the 150-foot-wide runway
couldbe tornup and repaved.
While the shoulders are be-
ing rebuilt,  any: : repairs
needed on the runway: itself
will be completed.

Costello said. it is. impor-
tant that the runway shoul-
ders are in good shape to

Mike Ryiearson/The Arfzona Republic

A grader levels soil along a Luke Air Force Base runway that

lessen the odds of rocks or
debris ending up on the run-
‘way where the F-16 jet fight-
‘ers could suck them up and
damage their engines.

The base began sending
significantly more flights to
the north on Jan: 21. Since
then, 1,273 sorties have taken
off to the north, 122 to:the
south. Luke says-it will not
fly ‘any F-16s: carrying live
arms to the ‘north.' Those
flights, . which:- are about
4 percent of the total sorties
flown, will take off to the

is'shut down for repairs that maylast five: more months. -
Flights:now take off over populated areas north of the base.

south.

Luke, which trains F-16 pi-
lots and crew chiefs, has two.
runways about 10,000 feet
long.

Usually: one ' runway: - is
used for takeoffs and the
other for landings depending
on the direction and strength
of the wind. The F-16s are
now taking off and landing on
its western runway.

Reach the reporter atdavid, =
madrid@arizonarepublic.com or
(602) 444-6926.
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[image: image2.png]Preserving military bases vital
to state’s economic health

‘early 2Y years since terrorist attacks

sent the nation’s economy into decline,

it -appears Arizona ‘is beginning to
emerge from the two-year recession that has
stunted economic’growth and crippled state
and local budgets. Consumer spending is up,
companies are hiring and tax revenue is in-
creasing.

In spite of these positive signs, Arizona’s
economic future is anything but secure. One
unknown lies ahead which; if ignored, could po-
tentially halt our state’s economic recovery in

its tracks.
That unknown is the fate of
John: Arizona’s military bases, and
Nelson the very real possibility that
some of them could be closed
My Tum in the Defense Department’s

next base realignment and
closure review.

If ‘these facilities are
closed, Arizona’s economy
will be damaged by the po-
tential loss of 88,000 jobs and

Protecting $5.8 billion in revenue gener-
i ated by the bases.

these sites It’s for this reasen that I,

will take with the support and ¢ooper-

ti ation of state Reps. Jennifer

COOperation: - gurns, R-Oro Valley, Bill Ar-

0od nold, R-Goodyear, and Phil

4 g. Hanson, R-Peoria, have been

planning, but - meeting ~with representa-

it will pay off tives - of “Arizona’s ‘military

bases, local elected officials,
property owners —and de-
velopers in a concentrated, cooperative effort
to determine what actions the state must take
to ensure our military bases’ survival. This ef-
fort has been guided by the following princi-
ples:

1. Involving all stakeholders in the process
by bringing property owners, developers, base
officials, city and county leaders together ona
consensus package of proposals.

2.Remeoving potential obstacles to the mili-
tary facilities’ ability to accomplish their mis:
sions.

3. Protecting private property rights’by en-
suring that landowners are fairly compensated
for any new restrictions placed on their prop-~
erty.
These meetings have culminated in a series
“of proposals which, if adopted, will’3iminish

the possibility of base closures in Arizona and

help secure a bright economic future for our:
state.

They include measures affecting land use
and development around military facilities
and under-the flight routes used to traverse
them. The goal of these proposals will be to en-
sure that the bases are capable of fulfilling
their military missions.

For example, Burns and I will be offering a
measure on military training route notification
and ‘range preservation, ensuring routes for
our:pilots to-and from the Barry Goldwater
Range and other bases.

By involving representatives of all parties
affected by this measure, our proposal already
enjoys widespread support. It’s our hope that
this consensus will lead to the legislation’s
speedy passage.

Additionally; Arnold, Hanson, Sen. Robert
Blendu, R-Litchfield Park, and I will be pre-
senting legislation dealing with lot-split au-
thority for counties and the location of under-
ground gasoline storage facilities.

Central to this' package of proposals is the
need for a funding mechanism that allows
property owners to be adequately and fairly
compensated for the inevitable new restric-
tions on their land..-We hope to complete work
on-such funding' in the near future. We feel
strongly that, after years of promises; it’s time
for the landowners to receive the compensa-
tion they deserve.

‘Throughout this process, we have been sup-
ported by House leadership. House Speaker
Jake Flake, R-Snowflake, has made military
base preservation one of his top priorities and
has provided us with the staff and resources
necessary to produce a workable package of
legislative proposals.

Additionally, the State Land Department and
Lisa Atkins of the County Supérvisors Associa-
tion have provided invaluable assistance.

The economic benefits of Arizona’s military
facilities are undisputed. By 'some accounts,
they are equivalent to the jobs'and révenue
generated by Arizona’s seven largest em-
ployers. It's for this reason the state must act
now.

Our efforts to preserve Arizona’s bases will
likely be labeled by‘some as expensive.

But doing nothing ‘will cost the 'state far
more today and in the future.

The ‘writer is a state répresentative from District 12,
which includes Glendale, Litchfield Park and Surprise.





