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Rep. Trent Franks, R-Ariz., was among a
group of House members who worked Thurs-
day to attach a provision to a defense bill that
would delay the 2005 round of military base
closings by two years. But the provision’s pros-
pects for success are slim; a similar measure
Was introduced in the House last year but was
scuttled.

The Pentagon wants to shut down about one-
fourth of its bases to save about $6 billion a
year. The secretary of Defense is required un-
der a current law to provide a list of base-clo-
sure recommendations to President Bush by
May 16, 2005.

An independent base realignment and clo-
sure commission, or BRAC, will review the
recommendations and make changes it thinks .
are warranted, giving a final list to the presi-
dent in September 2005.

But members of the Readiness Subcommit-
tee'of the House Armed Services Committee;
led by chairman Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colo., said
the United States is experiencing an extraordi-
nary level of stress due to the war against ter-
rorism and the effort to rebuild Iraq.

“In addition, the Department of Defense is
contemplating significant realignments of
forces in Europe and Asia even while it trans-
forms its forces,” Hefley said. “For DOD to
make irreversible decisions to close or realign
military installations before these changes
have been fully considered by both DOD and
Congress would be a terrible mistake.”

However, Franks said he is convinced the
Defense Department and the Bush administra-
tion are committed to go forward with base
closings.

“Consequently, my vote was to gain as much
leverage as possible to protect those bases crit-
ical to this country, including and especially
Luke Air Force Base,” Franks said.
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