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The board of directors of Fighter
Country Partnership voted to allocate
$10,000 from the nonprofit’s treasury to
the aggressive lobbying efforts underway
to preserve Luke AFB.

At a meeting of the FCP board of di-
rectors June 25, board member and Peo-
ria Mayor John Keegan briefed the group
on recent activities to ensurg appropria-
tions for land purchases to protect:the
Southern Departure Corridor of the base.
The. funds will be used to continue the
services of the consulting firm of O’Brien
and-Associates in Washington; D.C., at
least through the end of the federal fiscal
year;, Sept. 30

FCP joins several West Valley commu-
nities in' funding the lobbying effort.
Keegan reported that;in addition to Peo-
ria, Avondale; Goodyear, Surprise;
Wickenburg, Youngtown and the Sun
City Homeowners Association have con-
tributed funding.

Although many base encroachment
issues are important, protection of the
Southern Departure Corridor has been
described as critical to training opera-

tions, and provides the most efficient ac-
cess-to the Barry M. Goldwater Range.
Congress passed legislation in support of
the funding for.land acquisition; now the
issue is obtaining the actual appropria-
tions for the funds.

Arizona Senators Jon Kyl and John
McCain,-along with Congressman Trent
Franks, have been instrumental in nego-
tiating the proper language and compo-
nents for the appropriations.

At issue is the $14.3 million for land
acquisition surrounding Luke AFB,
which is nowunder consideration by the
Subcommittee on Military Construction
Appropriations.

The $10;000 contribution by FCP is
consistent with the organization’s mission
and values. Fighter Country Partnership
isithe community support and advocacy
group for Luke Air Force Base. Founded
in 1997 by coneerned civic leaders and
elected officials, its mission is “Guaran-
teeing USAF’s mission at Luke.” Mem-
bers are business people, elected officials,
military retirees and other citizens who
support Luke AFB and want to ensure its °
future in Arizona.
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