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By Jill R. Goodman
Independerit Newspapers

Two District 9 legislators
spoke about transportation
disagreements, how to pre-
serve Luke Air Force Base
_and: the Piéstewa Peak con-
trovérsy during the Feb. 13
forum of legislators George

' Davis created more than one
decade ago. :

“It started very small with
one (legislative) district. It's
grown to three,” Mr. Davis
said,

He invites all West Valley
legislators to the monthly
legislative breakfast at the
Cracker Barrel, 16845 N.
84th Ave., Peoria.

. The next breakfast is 7:30 PO!

a.m. March 12.

Speakers at the breakfast
included District 9 Sen. Bob
Burns (R-Peoria) and Dis-
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south of Union Hills Drive.
. Sen. Burns spoke about
the “stand-off” by six sena-
tors to stall a bill to fund
Valleywide transportation
rojects, including Loop
03.

Maricopa County voters
will decide in November —
instead of May when voter
turnout is lower — whether
to extend a half-cent sale tax
to fund Valleywide trans-
rtation projects.

“We held out to give the
people the ‘rj,g}xxt to vote,”
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Sen, Burns said,

- Thegroup: of senators
also argued for a bifurcated
vote — a“separate vote for
light rail — which did not
pass, i

“The cost (of light rail) is
not worth the benefit,” Mr.
. Burns said.

Rep. Hanson said he
opposed separate ballot
issues since voters have
shot down two past major
transportation bills, includ-
ing Prop. 400. i

. He said two different
votes would confuse voters.
and cause many to vote no.

Rep. Hanson  is also
among several Valley leaders

working to protect Luke Air
Force Base and surrounding
auxiliary fields, as the feder-
al government prepares to
close 25 percent of U.S.
bases. A .

He said the bill incorpo-
rates = recontmendations
from the Governor's blue
ribbon task force,
Glendale, Mayor  Elaine
Scruggs said are “good,
solid recommendations.”

A Sun City resident asked
about placing a “moratori-
um” on encroachment near
the base. . i

It is not that simple, Rep.
Hanson responded.

“We, morally and consti-
tutionally, have the right to
protect landowners,” he
sald. . ¥
" He said many of the farm-
ers near the base were there

hich

first.

“To themt, that's their liv-
ing and retirement,” he
added.,

Rep. Hanson said he
hopes the state find funds to
buy the rights to all land
surrounding the base.

In'addition, El Paso Gas
‘Cos efforts todocate a natu-
ral g:g storage 'ﬁa%ﬁlfy and
pipeline near Luke AFB has
been opposed by Maricopa
County, Glendale and the
state. -

Rep. Hanson said House
Bill 2134 would prevent this
and should “sail through
without opposition."

Rep. Hanson is also lob-
bying to transfer oversight of
the  State Board on Geo-
graphic and Historic Names
from the Governor to legis-
lators.

—

The board gained
statewide attention after
changing the name of Squaw
Peak Mountain to Piestewa
Peak -— in honor of Lori
Piestewa, a Native American
soldier who died March 23,

. 2008 near Nasiriyah, Iraq.

“She’s been called a hero.
Iehave ia different definition
of hero," Rep. Hanson said. -

He  said the six state
employees on the board
voted to waive the 5-year
waiting period for renaming,
which is in place to elimi-
nate “emotional” decision-
making. R

*I've said all along, I don't
care what the damn peak is
named. T just want integrity
brought =~ back to .the
process,” he said.
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People must act now in preservm Luke AFB

By Charlene Patti Bisson
Independent Newspapers

Citizens who think they

have a secret inside scoop on

~ the federal government's Base

- Realignment and Closure list

might want to reconsider their
findings.

According to military offi-
cials, a list will not be released
until next year.

Retired Bridgadere Gen.
Thomas Browning said do not
believe early-released lists.

“There has been a list that
has been floating around the
Internet for three or four
months — that is totally

-bogus,” said Gen. Browning,

who is a media spokesman on
the BRAC process. “1 don’t
know the original source. My
best guess is it originated with
some publication.

The fact is there is no
authentic draft list or will
there be until early next year.
That is pure speculation on
somebody’s part.”

Luke AFB did not make a
list circulated on the Internet
in Surprise and sent the I.ndew
pendent.

“The list is 100 percent nm.
accurate,” said Luke Air Force
Base spokeswoman Captain
Vanessa Hillman. “They (U.S.

Department of Defense) are
still in the process of gather-
ing data.:Every single base
across every service is being
looked at.”

Captain Hillman said & rec:
ommendation to the Secre-
tary of Defense is not expected
until May 2005.

Gen. Browning suspects
more “bogus” lists will ‘be
released due to an increasing-
ly high number of states and
groups concerned about
BRAC. A

“You should not be encour-

See Base— Page 3

N —

Base

Continued From Page 1
aged by bogus lists not having
Luke on them,” he said. “It is
clearly threatened by home-
builders enforcing the issue of
encroaching the flight pat-
tern.”

‘West Valley Alliance mem-
ber Bill Lipscomb. said the
group always monitors the
Luke AFB encroachment situ-
ation. Mr. Lipscomb is ‘a
retired U.S. Air Force senior
master sergeant.

“We (WVA) are trying to
keep our fingers on the pu.lse
of what is , going on here,” Mr.
Lipscomb said. “It is interest-
ing they (people) are already
reparing these type -

listsMasnsn:

The BRAC process has
begun and takes about 18
months, the general
explained. The public input

portion was completed and
forwarded to,the Departrnent i

of Defense.

“The No. I decision point
will be the value of that with
the Department of Defense’s
mission,” he explained. “The
criteria will be published by

the middle of this month.”

As of press time, the crite-
Tia was not released.

Gen. Browning said the
BRAC is in a comprehensive
data collection process with a
survey — fairly specific — and
color-coded report card that
is confidential with no oppor-
tunity for public input.

Because the data collectlon

* Photo by Geno Lawrenzi/independent Newspapers
West Valley resident Floyd Brown, is a founding member of the
Luke West Valley Council. Mr. Brown speaks at community
meetings encouraging citizens to contact their legislators to
protect Luke Air Force Base’s mission so it doas no! end upon
the Base Realignmentand Closure list. ok

Browning said it is imperative
for citizens to act now if they
want to “save” Luke Air Force
Base. g

“If people want to fight the
fight to preserve Luke AFB it
is yesterday and today,” he
said. “Everyone is (scored)
first and foremost on ability to
focus on their long-term mis-
sion — as a state and commu-
nity we need to pass a statue
to reinforce Luke AFB.”

Gen. Browning said there
is legislation that will do this
currently at the Legislature.

“If your readers are inter-
_ested in protecting Luke, they
need to pressure their Legisla-
tors to pass legislation this
session,” he said. “These
statutes need to be on the
books _before

and it is too late.”
Call (602) 926-3559 for the

* Arizona Senate and (602)

926-4221 for the Arizona '
House of Representatives.
District 12 representatives
include Bill Arnold and John
Nelson while District 4 repre-
sentatives include Tom Boone
and Carole Hubbs.

In February or March of
2005, nine commissioners
will be appointed and
approved by the U.S. Senate.

“Once that is dome, the
Department of Defense will
release the official draft list,”
Gen. Browning said. “The
commission will say ‘yes or
no’ and no base can be pulled

rom the list. The,ﬂnal vo!;cis





